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very now and then when I’m with Randy, Wes, Pete, 
and Bob from No Strings Attached, someone will say, 
“Do you remember our bogus contest set at the Lone 
Star State Dulcimer Festival? The chuckles are fol- 
lowed by reminiscence. This contest was off the wall. “Where 
did Bob find that duck he wore on his head?” “Remember 
when that kid told his mother that Maddie had the worst 
voice he’d ever heard?” “What was that instrument— that 
thing—that Wes played?” I don’t remember our two tune 
selections, but I know that I sang “You Are My Sunshine,” 
out-of-tempo and a quarter-tone flat along with both of 
them. After almost ten years we all remember most of the 
details, including our First-Place finish. Well-deserved, I 
might add. 

The “remember-whens” happen on so many dulcimer 
occasions and I love hearing about them all—poignant and 
funny alike. There is hardly a hesitation, a “Well now, let’s 
see...” when you ask someone when he or she first heard 
either dulcimer and decided to become a participant in the 
music. Jan Crum’s articles on dulcimer remembrances that 
begin in this issue will strike chords within you, I imagine. 

I also hear you say, “I wish I had found the dulcimer soon- 
er. I had to convince myself that a person of my age could 
learn to play.” Each time you include children in your circle 
of listeners, you are dropping seeds that might bear fruit. 
This issue honors some young players who are doing what 
perhaps many of us wish we did. We also recognize a few of 
the many adults who are dropping those seeds in classrooms 
and via instruction books for children. And there is a profile 
of Tina Bergman. Now in her mid-twenties, she has been 
playing the hammered dulcimer most of her life. We experi- 
ence things when we are ready and when the opportunities 
come, but don’t you just wish... 
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Spring 1998 = 1 


It matters not at what age we begin our artistic explo- 
ration, just so we begin. Here’s a quote from the choral direc- 
tor Robert Shaw which I found it in a catalog on my desk this 
morning. He says, “To be an artist is not the privilege of a few 
but the necessity of us all.” 

There’s a pattern to my spring DPN letters. I’m writing to 
you on January 29th. Those of you in North Carolina and 
southern Virginia are digging out from Tuesday’s Big Snow. 
Those of you in the Northeast are trying to put the ice storms 
behind you. I’m looking forward to a Southern tour, wishing 
for warmth and sunshine. Several things give me hope: 
among them are the numerous festival listings in this issue, 
and the plant nursery sign I pass on the way to Winchester 
and the office. It says, “Opening February 27th.” I hope you 
enjoy the springtime which has now arrived or is arriving in 
your backyard. 


Trae pe fhecdeef 


PS. Sam Rizzetta’s article on hammered dulcimer tunings 

will conclude in the Summer DPN. We added pages to this 
issue, but still ran out of space. Tull Glazener’s Cyberspace 
column and Linda Lowe Thompson’s hammered dulcimer 
lesson will also return in the summer. 


P.PS.: Check the Dulcimer Players News section of the Roots 
& Branches Music web site (www.dpnews.com/dpn.html) 
about a month before the publication date of each issue for a 
preview plus a feature article. 
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Letters to Us 


Dear DPN: 

The opportunity to accompany sev- 
enty outstanding young voices with 
hammered dulcimer does not come 
about every day, so we jumped at the 
chance when it arose in January, 1998. 
The Cleveland Middle School choir 
sang a rousing rendition of “St. Basil’s 
Hymn” and David Cross, Jeanne Page, 
Peter Esherick, and Mark Miller, mem- 
bers of the Apple Mountain Dulcimer 
Club, provided the accompaniment. 
Shelley Andes is the director of this 
outstanding youth choir. 


What a pleasure it was to introduce 
our beloved hammered dulcimers to 
these youngsters and their wildly recep- 
tive audience (about 1600-1800 atten- 
dees). We had a wonderful time! 

Jeanne Page 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Dear DPN: 

I was recently listening to the daily 
acoustic music show on our local NPR 
station (WYSO, Yellow Springs, OH) 
when I thought “Hey, I'd like to hear 
more dulcimer music on this show!” So 
I e-mailed the show’s host, suggesting 
she check out the Masters of the Moun- 
tain Dulcimer CD. She tracked it down 
and started playing it the next week. 
The cuts made nice endings to sets of 
vocal music. I hope there were some 
people out there scratching their heads 
wondering, “What is that instrument?” 
Thanks to all DJs who respect their 
fans’ wishes, and to all you fans, tell 
your radio station what you’d like to 
hear—they might surprise you! 

Willow Cliffswallow 

Beavercreek, Ohio 


Dear DPN: 

I read with great interest the articles 
on using music to relieve stress and for 
healing [DPN November-—January 
1998]. My husband, Al, battled 
Alzheimer’s Disease for eight years. 
Music was a great joy for him and a spe- 
cial link between us. When I played my 
hammered dulcimer for him and the 
other residents in the Alzheimer’s Unit, 
the music had a calming effect on each 
one. Sometimes they would dance, and 
often they would sing with me. Occa- 
sionally, a memory of a happy time 
would return for a short while. 

But, as a caregiver, just playing my 
dulcimer could change the way my day 
would go. At times, when sleep wouldn’t 
come, I would play a soft melody filled 
with pleasant memories, return to bed, 
close my eyes, and, with the melody still 
playing in my mind, fall asleep. 

I have talked to many groups (hospi- 
tal nurses, social workers, staffs of nurs- 
ing homes, as well as support groups) 
and I use my dulcimer as part of the 
program. As Vermeer said, “Music, a 
companion in pleasure, a remedy in sor- 
row.” 

Esther Kreek 

Kansas City, Missouri 

SereneSnd@aol.com 


Dear DPN: 

The DPN has been a valued compan- 
ion since 1979, when I discovered it and 
the hammered dulcimer at about the 
same time. It has taken that long to 
come across an article that has disap- 
pointed me: the one written by Steve 
Schneider [Art of Performing] for the 
February—April, 1998 issue. 

I have been a professional harpsi- 
chordist, harpsichord maker and teach- 
er since 1975, and I was rather surprised 
to see someone who otherwise knows a 
lot about music lead off his article with 
some quite inaccurate statements about 
the harpsichord. 

We all know that the harpsichord is, 
in one dimension, physically “unable” 
to vary its volume, when one only con- 
siders the physical act of touching the 
key to get the note. This is that instru- 
ment’s greatest limitation, but any 
musician worthy of the name will take 


the time to learn to work within those 
limits imposed by whatever instrument 
he or she is learning. You don’t “strike” 
a harpsichord key. Simply put, you 
learn to handle and manipulate the 
notes and sustaining quality to get the 
vast sensitivity—and a form of “volume 
control”—that the harpsichord offers. 

And if it is a “primitive instrument” 
with a 600-year history, then, what does 
one call the dulcimer, with its own his- 
tory going back to sixth-century Persia? 
I must add, too, that when I tune and 
regulate a modern piano, I wonder 
whether its complexity is really an 
advancement: it needs about 27 moving 
parts-per-note to accomplish what a 
harpsichord does with three—and the 
dulcimer with but two hammers Yes, I 
know that one is hammered and the 
other is plucked. 

The dulcimer has suffered much 
from one-dimensional playing and even 
more from dulcimists who tend not to 
listen to the other musicians in a session 
or ensemble. This is in contrast to the 
fact that most of the harpsichordists 
that I know, particularly the ones who 
specialize in accompaniment, also hap- 
pen to be some of the greatest and most 
sensitive “listeners” in the musical field. 
Steve used the wrong example to lead 
his article, and I suggest that listening 
to the work of such masters as Igor 
Kipnis and Anthony Newman might 
help in clearing some of those misun- 
derstandings. 

R.P Hale 

Concord, New Hampshire 

105270.1270@compuserve.com 


Steve Schneider responds... 

I certainly meant no disrespect to harpsi- 
chordists in my previous article. When I 
used the term “primitive,” I was referring to 
what I perceive as the harpsichord’s relative 
lack of easily accessible dynamic shading, no 
matter how skillfully it’s played, as com- 
pared with that of the hammered dulcimer. 
My intention was, and is, to highlight what I 
feel is a need for dulcimer players to attend 
more to issues of musicality, and to more 
fully realize the dulcimer’s remarkable 
potential for communicating real emotion, 
which, to my ears and heart, should include 
the ability to vary volume. 


Dear DPN: 

Yes, it does happen that our instru- 
ments do get mentioned from time to 
time [Musical Notes In Fiction, Novem- 
ber—January 1998 DPN]. I read a vam- 
pire novel some years ago in which the 
heroic vampire plays a small hammered 
dulcimer. Elizabeth Carborough did an 
even better job with her Songkiller 
Saga, a collection of Phantom Banjo, 
Pickin’ The Ballad’s Bones and Strum 
Again?. The third book is dedicated to 
John McCutcheon and features a ham- 
mered dulcimist as one of the heroic 
characters in the novel. These out-of- 
print books are generally available 
through library loan. 

Donell Meadows 

Morehead City, North Carolina 


Dear DPN: 

I have been able to purchase the 
remaining stock of handcrafted German 
“stinette” lap dulcimers and am offering 
these for sale at $100 each, with a nego- 
tiable discount for dulcimer museums 
wishing to have a copy in their collec- 
tion. 

These dulcimers were handcrafted by 
Junior Davis, a well known fiddle player 
and instrument maker in the Shenan- 
doah Valley of Virginia, who died at the 
age of ninety-eight in 1997. Mr. Davis 
produced at least twenty-eight such dul- 
cimers in his lifetime. They were exact 
models of a 250-year-old stinette dul- 
cimer found in a local barn. Unfortu- 
nately the original dulcimer has been 
lost, when the original owner wanted it 
back after Mr. Davis had cleaned out 
the rat nests and repaired and tuned it. 

Mr. Davis and his “swinette” dul- 
cimers or “scheitholt” dulcimers are 
described on page fifty-nine of Ralph 
Lee Smith’s The Story of the Dulcimer, 
Crying Creek Publishers, 1986. Mr. 
Davis’ first dulcimers were made from 
yellow pine boards he salvaged from an 
old barn, but these remaining ones 
seem to be made of cedar. These dul- 
cimers are seventy-three inches long, 
and a handcrafted case is included. 

Lowell Heisey 

22 CollegeWoods Drive 

Bridgewater, VA 22812 

540/828-6328 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


22425 Pardee Ct. 
Dearborn Heights, MI 48125 


313/292-1934 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


“TOM BAEHR certainly has a vision of the potential of the [fretted] dulcimer.” — 
Jeff Doty, Dulcimer Players News, Winter 1991 


SRI a occas cats ci acasd co ais sip Tams 9a.5 0 ERD MEE pias MRS aks Gg a's. s nop ME Matai tivren Gard $9.95 
Real-Time Cassette of 15 fingerpicked dulcimer solos, including Ail in a Garden Green, Soldiers March, Morgan 


Magan, The Foggy Dew. 
<< Also by Tom Baehr -- Books for fretted dulcimer >> 


S Whey. ein F Old FRM aa 5 sisi civic 5 icles svc Gnapissin ee aiaig ss ose e 8 cu EU Ooh Vale bye cedasiee Fen $4.95 
19 Songs and Dances, including Old Joe Clark, Soldiers March, Wildwood Flower, Arkansas Traveler, Flop Eared 
Mule. 


ASA CCE. $5.95 
28 Dances and Songs, including Haste to the Wedding, Over the Waterfall, Rickett's Hornpipe, All in a Garden Green, 
The Foggy Dew. 
Please add $1.50 postage and handling for the first item, $.50 for each additional item. 
Hogfiddle Press, P.O. Box 2721, Woburn, MA 01888-1421 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Blue Lion 


4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805 / 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog. 


The pulse of Celfic-with plenty of heartandsoull 


NEW RELEASE! Fee oO lr ete. 
CEOLTOIRI Celtic Ensemble, WOMEN OF IRELANO 
with Irish-style hammered NE wb KE 


dulcimer virtuoso KAREN 
ASHBROOK, presents the mys- 
tical lore of Celtic women; with 
Irish Gaelic songs, airs jigs and 

___ reels, CONNIE MCKENNAS pow- 
erful Gaelic vocals, & SUE 
RICHARDS, 4-time US. National 
Scottish Harp champion; also 
guitar, uilleann pipes, Irish 
percussion. Includes 

ia’ by Dougie MacLean. 


TAPE $8 (add $4 for 

Celtic CD Sampler (75 

from 20 albums) 
iC, PO BOX 4144- KAREN ASOBROSK 

MD 21403 410/ 

'0-267-7061 (MC/ 
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‘ Music 
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THE DULCIMIER FACTORY 


The Right Mountain or Hammered 
Dulcimer for you - We're open year ‘round 
-All major credit cards accepted 


The Appalachian Dulcimer is the easiest 
of all stringed instruments to play 


*10 Dulcimer styles to choose from 
«Lifetime guarantee on our in$truments 


«All instruments hand built in historic 
Fredericksburg 


-Full line of tapes and music accessories 


ee, The Dulcimer Factory, Inc. 
Nd 4 715 S. Washington St. 
lk Fredericksburg, TX 78624 


Visit the Hill Country's largest acoustic i 
instrument store at 155 E. Main Street, my John & Shirley Naylor 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 aw 830-997-6704 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome Fax 830-997-8752 
Send $1.00 for our full line catalog 


What is your lead instrument, anyway? 
Use this little guide to see where 

your musical identification lies. You 

might be a dulcimer playert.... 

@ If you search the crevices of your 
friend’s couch and are happier to 
find a flatpick instead of a quarter. 

@ If you think “Bonaparte’s Retreat” is 
the French national anthem. 

@ If the name for your St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner specialty is “Bile Them 
Cabbage Down.” 

@ If your son’s name is Freterick, your 
daughter’s name is Dulcea and you 
call your spouse “The Big Jam.” 

@ If your vacation planner is the 
Events listing in DPN. 

@ If you think “Go Tell Aunt Rhody” 
is the greatest funeral march ever 
written. 

@ If you think the Notary Public is a 
kiosk in the mall specializing in little 
wooden sticks. 


Jim Sherman 

Reprinted from October 1997 Dul- 
cimer Folk Association of Connecticut 
Newsletter 


Addie Smith of Sun City, Florida, 
was the winner of the Age of Elegance 
Senior Pageant of ladies aged sixty and 
over. Eight contestants were judged on 
talent (singing, dancing, etc.). Addie, 
who has played the mountain dulcimer 
for sixteen years, used this as her talent. 
The winner of the local pageant is eligi- 
ble to go to the state pageant in March. 
DPN will be at the printer then, but we 
hope to report good news about Addie 
in the summer issue. The winner of the 
state event moves on to the National, 
where a panel of three judges make 
their decisions based on talent, philoso- 
phy of life, a private personal interview, 
and an evening gown event. Congratu- 
lations, Addie! 


Millions of parents and young chil- 
dren throughout the world are familiar 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dr 


News & Notes 


with television episodes and videos of 
Jane Hissey’s classic picture book story 
Old Bear. In case you think you hear a 
hammered dulcimer on the soundtrack, 
you do. Paul Castle, a musician in 
London, was told that Ms. Hissey is 
fond of the dulcimer, so he included 
that instrument in the recording of the 
theme song he wrote. Mat Fox plays 
the dulcimer. Animations of the Old 
Bear picture books and stories are now 
shown in the USA, Canada, Australia, 
and most of Europe. 


When mountain dulcimer player 
Rick Scott’s second grandchild was 
born with Down’s Syndrome, he was 
not sure how to react. Standing in the 
Vancouver, BC Children’s Hospital 
laden with gifts for the new baby, he 
was overwhelmed by his own ignorance. 
But as time went on, he realized that he 
was in the presence of a real live angel. 
Rick’s music video Angels Do, which 
celebrates special-needs children, was 
released to coincide with Down’s Syn- 
drome Awareness Week last 
November. His granddaughter, Mielle, 
stars in the video with Rick and her 
brother, Max. For information, contact 
Rick Scott at 2736 West 13th Ave., Van- 
couver, BC, Canada V6K 2T4. E-mail 
address is rickscott@smartt.com. 
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FREE CATALOG 
° ° ° 
Classic Music Furniture 
If you love music, our new catalog of 
fine hardwood music furniture wil 
delight you. Music stands, sheet music 


nets, Degen seating, instrument 
stands, and 


1-800-324-5200 


Alden 
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Dept DLC804, 1215 Chrysler Dr Menlo Park, CA 94025 


presents... 


An elegant collection of mountain dulcimer 
instrumentals; from traditional to original, 
ragtime to rock, fingerpicking to strumming. 


Heliotrope 
Bouquet 


"I can get into [Sue's] individual notes 
. as good musical experiences!" 
Carrie Crompton, DPN 


Cassette $10 + $1.50 S&H 


CD $15 + $2.00 S&H 
(Ppd. if ordered with Patterns and Patchwork.) 


More than a year's worth of step-by-step 
lessons in fingerpicking. 


PATTERNS and 
PATCHWORK 


| Patterns 
and 
| Patchwork 


. [Sue's] arrangements are the 
nicest I've ever played, and allow the 
player to concentrate on technique.” 

Carrie Crompton, DPN 


Book $20 + $2.25 S&H 


- Adjustable - 


_ceme rector AER" Tal cimer 


- Available in black, 
rainbow, red, wine, blue, Straps 


green, purple, brown, tan 


Straps $12 (Ppd.) 


| For bookings, promotional information, or orders: 


Sue Carpenter 4 
2160 Hideaway Lane ha 
Quinlan, TX 75474 


TX residents add 8.25 % sales tax 
Overseas add $3 


pnews.com 


Musical Reviews 


edited by 
Neal Walters 


his column marks the beginning 

of my second year with Dulcimer 

Players News and the time has 

flown past. I’m really enjoying 
the job and I’m getting to hear some 
fantastic music too. I must be doing 
something right because, for this issue, 
Maddie let me have an extra two weeks 
past the normal deadline for copy sub- 
mission. It was a good thing, too, since 
several new releases found their way to 
me at the last minute. Well, enough 
about me, let’s talk about you. What do 
you think about me? Just kidding ... 
let’s talk about the music instead. 


Lois Hornbostel’s new release, Dul- 
cimer Jubilee, showcases her superb 
mountain dulcimer playing on a set of 
thirty-one classic American fiddle tunes 
(well, there are a couple of waltzes in 
there, but who’s counting and aren’t 
they fiddle tunes too?). She gets excel- 
lent help from Jeff Furman on second 
dulcimer and clawhammer banjo; from 
the old “perfessor,” Ken Bloom, on gui- 
tar, bowed mountain dulcimer, minstrel 
banjo, concert zither, bouzouki and 
bandura; and from Robbie Link on 
bass. Lois’ playing sparkles with spirit 
and drive and she easily communicates 
the fun she’s having with these tunes. In 
addition to being outstanding listening, 
this is a great resource for players who 
want to learn a basic repertoire for jam- 
ming since most of these tunes, while 
not yet “warhorses,” are certainly stan- 
dards that you will hear in any “hot” 
session. As a bonus, tablature for the 
tunes on the CD can be found in Lois’ 
book, American Fiddle Tunes for Moun- 
tain Dulcimer, published separately by 
Mel Bay. This is good-time music for 
playing, dancing, or listening. 


The Bergmann Brothers are an excit- 
ing trio from the Cleveland area featur- 
ing the hammered dulcimer stylings of 
Tina Bergmann, the hot harmonica of 
David Rice, and the world-class bass 
playing of Bryan Thomas. Fine Artiste 


is filled with driving energy and synco- 
pated rhythms on a great mixture of 
Celtic, blues, ragtime, and what can 
only be described as “Tina-like” stuff. 
The eighteen selections are nicely var- 
ied, from “Langstrom’s Pony,” a tradi- 
tional Irish tune with an African clave 
pattern accompaniment, to “La Parti- 
da,” a Venezuelan waltz, to “I Had to 
Give Up Gym,” a 1929 tune on which 
Tina sings lead. There’s a great version 
of “Combination Rag,” which Tina has 
been featuring in her live performances. 
Her playing is always a treat, as those of 
you who have heard her at festivals 
already know. This is a great opportuni- 
ty for the rest of you to discover a rising 
star in the dulcimer world. 


I had not heard of Kyle Meadows 
before listening to his new album, Love 
Will You Marry Me, although I had 
heard some of his accompanists (on a 
great album of banjo tunes featuring 
Greg Jowaisas, Steve Adkisson and Jack 
Bunch). Kyle plays hammered dulcimer, 
congas, and banjo with Adkisson on gui- 
tar and banjo, Bunch on fiddle, Leslie 
Anderson on harp, flute and pennywhis- 
tle, and Rick Evans on bodhran. It’s a 
collection of instrumentals, mostly tra- 
ditional, ranging from “Hog Eye” to 
“Off to California.” Kyle’s playing is 
very straightforward but it’s always 
tasteful; the other musicians give fine 
support so that the whole is clearly 
greater than the sum of its parts. This is 
also a good album from which to learn 
some nice tunes as well as some clever 
variations. It includes “Johnny’s Gone 
to France/The Maid Behind the Bar,” 
“Cripple Creek,” “Man of Constant 
Sorrow/Campbell’s Farewell to Red 
Castle,” “Love Will You Marry Me,” 
“Amelia’s Waltz,” “Midnight on the 
Water,” “Cooley’s Reel,” “Trip Down 
the Nile,” “Trail of Tears/Road to Lis- 
doonvarna,” “St. Ann’s Reel/Drowsy 
Maggie,” “Ashokan Farewell,” and 
more. 


While we’re talking about tasteful 
playing, we can all take some lessons 
from Mark Wade on his new release, 
Just As I Am. Mark is a college student 
and recorded the album over the sum- 


mer to help with tuition costs. His ham- 
mered dulcimer stylings are featured on 
some wonderful old gospel tunes. He 
also plays lap dulcimer and guitar and 
gets help from Roger Wade on guitar; 
Steve Banks and Vicki Case on piano; 
Beckie Boger on flute, vocals, and gui- 
tar; Mark Kreis on piano/Hammond 
B3, and guitar; Chad Rager on percus- 
sion; and JoEllen Harris Stearns on 
vocals. The pace is measured and 
Mark’s playing is just plain nice. Often, 
we tend to gauge a performer’s ability 
by simply considering how easily they 
can do things that the rest of us find 
very difficult or even impossible; you 
know, things like speed, accuracy, and 
impeccable timing. I listen for those 
things too, but I think that Mark also 
proves that one of the marks of a really 
good player is his/her ability to “fill the 
space” that occurs when the melody 
consists of a long sustained note and 
some melodic embellishment is neces- 
sary. Mark does this wonderfully with- 
out overusing any single lick. The only 
drawback is that the CD is somewhat 
short, at not quite 35 minutes and just 
nine cuts: “Wayfaring Stranger,” “How 
Great Thou Art,” “I Surrender All/Just 
As I Am,” “Suppertime,” “Ave Maria,” 
“Simple Gifts/Joyful, ” “Sweet Hour of 
Prayer,” “Do Lord/Old Time 
Religion/Since Jesus Came into My 
Heart,” and “The Sweetest Gift.” 


Another of the great releases that 
just came in is from Kentuckian Lorin- 
da Jones. On Night Cap, Lorinda plays 
(a deep breath, please) Celtic harp, 
oboe, mountain dulcimer, English horn, 
tin whistle, autoharp, bowed psaltery, 
tenor recorder, flute, and piano, Ginger 
Harden adds another half-dozen instru- 
ments from mandolin to bodhran, and 
Dave McKellep adds guitar. Lorinda’s 
dulcimer playing is great, and her harp 
and oboe add wonderful textures to 
music that never seems cluttered or 
rushed. The album is filled with lovely 
“just one more before we go to bed” 
melodies and lullabies from Celtic, 
American, and classical sources. Anoth- 
er wonderful resource for you “tune 
hounds.” 


Speaking of good tune resources, the 
Off the Wall Dulcimer Society’s new 
book of more than 120 arrangements 
for lap dulcimer and hammered dul- 
cimer is a real bargain. The society is 
from South-Central Pennsylvania and 
has been meeting for over eight years 
to play dulcimer together. The mem- 
bers of the group prepare dulcimer tab- 
lature and standard notation 
arrangements to share with each other 
and have accumulated a fair number of 
arrangements from other dulcimer 
organizations over the years. The Off 
The Wall Tunes And Tab Book repre- 
sents a lot of work on their part and 
should be useful to most players. 
Where appropriate, the society 
obtained permission to publish and, in 
addition to traditional tunes, there is 
music by Bob McQuillen, Mike Casey, 
and David Schnaufer, among others. 
This is a great resource for building 
your repertoire. 


For a just plain good read, though, 
pick up Ralph Lee Smith’s new book. 
Ralph writes a column on dulcimer his- 
tory for DPN and many readers of his 
column have contacted him to pass on 
intriguing leads or to tell him about 
exciting discoveries. Appalachian Dul- 
cimer Traditions does that in spades. 
Most of what has been learned about 
the dulcimer in the past twenty years 
“reflects the enthusiasm of a small 
number of persons who have combed 
the mountain world, made friends who 
knew where something might perhaps 
be learned or found, stretched meager 
assets to buy old dulcimers, and enthu- 
siastically exchanged information with 
one another in the evening when phone 
rates are cheap. Much of what [Ralph’s 
book] contains was generated by this 
happy and busy jungle telegraph.” The 
new book is not a narrative history of 
the dulcimer. Ralph has already written 
such a book, called The Story of the 
Dulcimer, which is perhaps the leading 
resource on the subject. This book, 
instead, focuses on major traditions and 
important persons in the dulcimer’s his- 
tory and development. Ralph covers 
the dulcimer’s American heritage, dul- 
cimer ancestors and cousins, the dul- 


Dulcimer Jubilee * Lois Hornbostel, 
Alarka Recordings, Piney Grove, Apt 
F, Big Cove Rd, Cherokee, NC 28719 
(CD, cassette). 


Fine Artiste * The Bergmann Broth- 
ers, P.O. Box 241, Richfield, OH 
44286-0241 (CD, cassette). 


Love Will You Marry Me « Kyle Mead- 
ows, 330 Tippenhaure Road, Cold 
Spring, KY 41076 (CD, cassette). 


Just As | Am ¢ Mark Wade, 19843 
Danville Ave., Marysville, OH, 43040, — 
937-644-0363 (CD, cassette) 

Night Cap * Lorinda Jones, Healing 
Harmonics, PO Box 123, Rineyville, 
KY 40162 (CD, cassette). 

Off The Wall Tunes And Tabs Book « 
Off the Wall Dulcimer Society, c/o 
David W. Askey, 134 E. Winding Hill 
Rd, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
(book). 
Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions 
Ralph Lee Smith, The Scarecrow 


Press, Inc., 4720 Boston Way, Lan- 
ham, MD 20706 (book). 
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cimer in Virginia and in the Melton 
Family, old West Virginia and North 
Carolina traditions, dulcimers of yester- 
day in the Cumberlands, and dulcimer 
makers of the folk revival transition. 
This is a valuable addition to any book 
shelf and I recommend it to anyone 
interested in the dulcimer and its tradi- 


tions. 


Send books and recordings for review to 
Neal Walters, 9507 Colesville Rd., Silver 
Spring, MD 20901. 


HANDCRAFTED, 
SOLID WOOD 
MOUNTAIN 
DULCIMERS 


BOOKS and TAPES 


WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR 
SITKA SPRUCE 

SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 
FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES 
SEND S.A.S.E. 


JOE SANGUINETTE 
301 Cliff Drive, Branson, Missouri 65616 
(417) 334-5388 


SOUNDINGS 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
for the Fretted Dulcimer 


Revised, Second Edition 


Over 80 Arrangements 
by Anna Barry 


15 New Arrangements 
Most with Melody and Harmony Parts 


American Popular Old English and 
Early American Tunes; Christmas and 
Easter Carols; Traditional Tunes in Non- 
Traditional Tunings; Songs for Singing; 

Marches for Mountain Dulcimer; 

Ensembles for Dulcimers Recorders 

Flute. Guitar Chords. 


“The Sound is the Gold in the Ore.” 
Robert Frost 


Order From: SOUNDINGS 
PO Box 1974 * Boone NC 28607 
Singles Copies: $18.75 
Postpaid in the U.S. 
NC residents please add 6% Sales Tax 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Handcrafted in Appalachian Hardwoods 
by Jim Miller 


12/11 — $475.00 
15/14 — $650.00 
Hardshell Case — $150.00 
Stand — $30.00 
Hammers — $15.00 
UPS Shipping — $25.00 


P.O. Box 228 
Hampton, Tennessee 37658 
(423) 725-3191 


The WORLD’S PREMIER Linda Thomas ... New Release 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC STORE : 
is as close as your mailbox! 


We have DULCIMERS — 
plus thousands of other 
new, used and vintage 
INSTRUMENTS, a huge 
assortment of ACCESSORIES, 
mountains of CD’S & 


CASSETTES, and a wealth a i “The Gathering Place” 


~ CLOUD NINE ~ 


of BOOKS & VIDEOS. 


Fast, friendly {7 
service, too — (ff 
anywhere in - 
the world! 
Call today for your 
FREE CATALOG! 


Songs of Inspiration featuring Hammered 
Dulcimer, Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin and Bass. 


Titles include: In the Garden, Beyond the Sunset, 
How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove 


Cassette *10@ ¢ CD *15” ° 
Publications *10” 


Hammered Dulcimer Arrangements 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Fine Instruments since 1977 


Finished and Kit Form (Merry Christmas/The Gathering Place) 
Two Octave (9/8) through (plus *2® for shipping and handling) 
Five Octave (20/19/8) 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. ¢ Kansas City, MO 64134 


Including Chromatic Models 


Michael C. Allen, Maker INSTRUMENTS 10); Re-008e 
5701 Stover Rd. Other recordings available: 
2 1100 N. Washington Merry Christmas - traditional Christmas songs - Star of 
Ostrander, Ohio 43061 Jf f PO Box pre ome Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger 
tel (614) 666-4253 Lansing, MI 48901 Among Old Friends - fiddie tunes and waltzes - Red Wing 
SASE for B h & Pri 8 Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka 
penitent ee (517) 372-7890 
“Linda Thomas demonstrates a great ability and mastery oves 
=reo eas Fax (517) 372-5155 | | tie hammer dulcimer. She weaves the melody, chords and 


Visit us on the web at www.elderly.com embellishments into a tapestry of music...” 


—Dana Hamilton 


a Parlor Stand 


Hammer Dulcimer Stand 
teace fae Adjustable: “si 

Music Stand 2 rg aia 

Contemporary Styling Cushioned Instrument Supports i 
Adjustable Height 30" to 50" €asy adjustment, no tools required F $139.95 
Infinitely Adjustable Desk Tilt j 

12" X 20" Desk 

Solid Hardwood Construction 


Mountian Dulcimer Stand a 
Play Standing Up! 
Fully Adjustable Height and Playing Angle 
Instrument Held Gently But Securely By Cushioned Supports . 
Ergonomically Designed to Reduce Wrist Fatique 
Adjustable to Hold Any Size or Shape Instrument 


ALL STANDS ARE OF SOLID HARDWOOD CONSTRUCTION, NO PLYWOOD OR VENEERS ARE USED. ALL STANDS ARE AVAILABLE IN 
CHERRY OR WALNUT WITH A SATIN LACQUER FINISH. PRICE INCLUDES SHIPPING. DEALER INQUIRES ARE MOST WELCOME. 
CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE COLOR BROCHURE. $149.95 


4302N 750W Ligonier, IN 46767 (219) 894-3370 
Custom Cutters http://webS.topchoice.com/~lance/stands €mail: lance@ligtel.com 


Master Works Hammer Dulcimers 


1801 Peyco Dr. S. + Arlington, TX 76001 bttp://www.wnsdulcimercom 
888.PLAY A HD ¢ 888.752.9243 
817.472.6991 © 817.472.7701 fax 


We are honored to sponsor and contribute to the success of the following: 


The National Hammer Dulcimer Contest at the Walnut Valley Association’s 
National Flat Pick Championships at Winfield, KS September 17-20, 1998 
and 
The Southern Regional Dulcimer Contest at the Ozark Folk Center Dulcimer 
Jamboree, Mt. View, AR April 23-26, 1998 
and 
The Texas Dulcimer Contest in Glen Rose, TX May 8-10, 1998 
as well as 
Numerous workshops, concerts, seminars and gatherings of “Dulcimer Addicts” 
at the “Dulcimer Attic” at Wood ‘N Strings. 


NEW LOWER PRICES on Student Hammer Dulcimers and Bowed Psalteries!! 
(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 


Weed N Strings presents 


omen of Sreland 


Jem Moore 
During the mid-1800’s, almost two million people emigrated from 
Ireland, most of them men. When they arrived in the unfamiliar 
and harsh new world, the one thing that couldn’t be taken from 
them, music, reminded them of what they missed most... 
omen of Sreland. With flutes and guitar, fiddle and bass, 
Jem and friends weave a sometimes lamenting, sometimes 
joyful musical tapestry of emotions all while highlighting his 
masterful Hammer Dulcimer throughout. The joy and 
heartache of lost loves abroad comes bubbling through in 
this Celtic compilation of beautiful and exciting melo- 
dies! This, his ninth album, reflects Jem’s determination 
to seek the finest and freshest music known and share it with the 
world. Zhe Chanter Tune, Olin’s Waltz, Tater Jack Walsh, Planxty 
Fanny Power, The Death of Queen Jane, as well as the title cut and many others 
are tastefully delivered for your enjoyment. 


David Moran 


This compilation album features David’s greatest hits. A true 
musical genius, he won the National Hammer Dulcimer Contest 
at the age of 15 and earned a Masters Degree in Music 
Composition from the University of North Texas! During 
this time Stone County String Company and the duet of 
David Moran and Mark Tindle produced two different 
albums utilizing some of the hottest Hammer Dulcimer 
ever recorded. Now 'N) Then relives and revives these 
wonderful and sometimes exotic versions of some 
favorite traditional tunes including Red Haired Boy, St, 
Anns Reel, Soldiers Joy, Right’s of Man, Temperance Reel, 
Redwing, and many others. 


For ordering or information on these and other great dulcimer recordings, 
call toll free 1-888-PLAY A HD for a catalog 


Wood ‘N Strings 
1801 Peyco Dr. South Arlington, TX 76001 Toll Free 1-888-PLAY A HD (752-9243) 


New Dulcimer Clubs 


Indiana 

Cedar Creek Hammer 'N’ Strum 
Kurt Simerman 

15303 Wild Meadow Place 

Leo IN 46765 

219/627-3284 
www.tk7.net/ddenhart/CdrCrk.h 
1st Tues, 3rd Sun 


Massachusetts 

Johnny Appleseed Dulcimer Club 
Ruth Harnden 

58 Hickory Road 

Leominster MA 01453 
978/534-9220 


Dulcimer Clubs 


North Carolina 

Charlotte Appalachian Dulcimer Club 
John Renwick 

2025 Lyndhurst Ave. 

Charlotte NC 28203 
704/375-7827 
DaLuthier@aol.com 


Mountain Aire Dulcimer Players 
Gladys Eichenberger 

Rt. 1 Box 66 

Robbinsville NC 28771 
704/479-6168 

4th Sundays 


For a complete list of dulcimer clubs, visit the DPN web site at www.dpnews.com/dpn.html 
or send $2.00 plus a self-addressed stamped envelope with 55¢ postage to the DPN office. 
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Texas 

River City Strings and Things 
Judy Johnson 

6422 Red Jacket 

San Antonio TX 78238 
210/681-0094 

1st and 3rd Mondays (HD) 


San Antonio Dulcimer Players Soc. 
Bill Lee 

PO Box 29464 

San Antonio TX 78299-2964 
210/690-1355 

billlee@intx.net 

2nd and 4th Mondays (MD) 


Updated Dulcimer Clubs 


Tennessee 

Knoxville Area Dulcimer Club 

Jim Gammon 

10844 Carmichael Rd. 

Knoxville TN 37932 

423/694-4018 

2nd Sundays B 


A Quantum Leap for Dulcimer Players 
Two unique new instruments expand your musical horizons 


Never need tuning 
No strings to break 
Durable, rugged - 
good travellers 
Great for kids 

Not affected by 
climate and weather 
Add variety to live 
performances and 
recordings 


Dulci-Chime™ Dulci-Marimba™ 


Play immediately - layout of notes and keys 
same as traditional hammer dulcimer 


The sparkling silver 
Dulci-Chime sounds like 


heavenly chimes 


The Dulci-Marimba 
has the warm wood 
Witte or Call Today for Free Brochure resonance of a marimba 
Dulcifusion Sampler cassette now avallable 
$5.00 (Deductible from first order) 


Please send check or money order to: 


DULCIFUSION™ by Ron Konzak, Architect. Haremaker and Ouki-Maniac 
12580 Vista Drive NE + Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 s (206) 842-4916 


The Dulcimer-Friendly Worship Series 


“The sweet song of the dulcimer tells 
us to relax, take a deep breath and 
listen for that still, small voice.” 


—Esther Kreek 


Vol. I Advent CO Residents add 3% wales tax 
Vol. II Evening Prayer 


Accomp. Ed/Tape Combination $12.00 (+33.50 S&H) 
Evening Prayer Compleat $28.00 +$4.25 S&H) Accomp. Ed., 

Companion Tape & (20) Cong. Ed. A Savings of $3.90! 
Accompaniment Edition (Tab) $5.95 (+$3.00 S&H) 
Companion Tape $6.95 (+$3.00 S&H) 
Congregational Edition $0.95 (+$1.00 S&H) 


Forthcoming: 


I Celebrate Life! Original Tunes by Steve Eulberg 


N 
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Pgs 
Order from: RAINBOW FARMS 
Owl Mountain Music DULCIMER WORKS hp 
For information call 1015M S. Taft Hill Rd #144-DPNA ‘360 BREECHBLOCK DR : 
(970)472-1352 Ft. Collins, CO 80521 ROSWELL, GA. 30076 | n 


OwIlMntnShe@aol.com > f - O- 58 7 3 2? 5 y) 3 


WRITERS, ARRANGERS—> Dulcimer Tablature/ Fax 770-552-7001 + e-mail Rainbowfm@aol.com 
Songwriter Transcriptions: Send a Cassette, lyric 
sheet and $30 and we'll transcribe and return a music 
lead sheet with chord, lyrics and dulcimer tablature. 


Music Folk 


8015 Big Bend St. Louis, MO 63119 musicfolk@primary.net 


Toll Free: 1-800-892-2970 www.musicfolk.com 


Jnstruments 


Since 1973 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact don@dpnews.com 


Events 


May 1-3 ¢ Cambridge, MA 
| Blacksmith House Dulcimer Festival. 
Workshops (MD, HD), concerts jam- 
ming. Info: Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education, P.O. Box 9113, Cambridge, 
MA 02238-9113. 617/547-6789. 


May 1-3 ¢ Marion, OH 

Spring Fling Campout at Town & Country 
Camp Resort. Workshops, jamming, 

| “Suicide Stew” supper. Info: Bernice 
Campbell, 288 Adario W. Rd., Shiloh, 

OH 44878. 419/896-2808. 


| May 2 ¢ Winston-Salem, NC 
Winston-Salem Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops (MD, HD). For information, con- 
| tact Jeff Sebens, 540/952-1865 
sebens@swva.net. 
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May 3 © McCalla, AL EVENTS CALENDAR 

Southern Appalachian Dulcimer Festival DEADLINES 
at Tannehill Ironworks Historical State February — April i 
Park. Music and crafts. Jam session, MH yee leone: 


Events from 1st weeke F Fe 
May 2nd. Info: Helon Riggins, 12632 through the 2nd as ne a 
Confederate Pkwy., McCalla, AL Deadline: Novembe ni May 
35111. 205/477-5711, Fax 205/477-9400. ieee 


May — July issue: 
May 8-9 ¢ Morehead City, NC Events from Ist weekend of May 
Crystal Coast Music & Dance Weekend at through Labor Day weekend 
Carteret Community College. Dulcimer This is our | s 
and dance workshops, concert, dance. 
Info: Judi Orbach, Down East FolkArts 
Society, 919/726-2399. E-mail: 
orbox@mail.bmd.clis.com. 


May 8-10 ¢ Glen Rose, TX 

Texas Dulcimer Festival at Oakdale Park. 
Contests for MD and HD players, arts 
and crafts fair, workshops, and con- 
certs. Info: Dana Hamilton, 904 
Houston, Arlington, TX 76012. 


May 15-17 ¢ Coshocton, OH 

Dulcimer Days at Historic Roscoe Vil- 
lage. Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer 
Championships for MD and HD, work- 
shops, jamming, exhibits, sales, concert. 


é end 
argest yearly calendar 
Deadline: February 1st 
August — October issue: 
Events from the Ist weekend of Aug 
through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
Deadline: May Ist 
November — January issue: 


vents from the 1st weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 


Deadline: August Ist 


ee 
Info: Roscoe Village Foundation, 


440 North Whitewoman St., Coshocton, 
OH 43812. 614/622-9310 or 
800/877-1830. 


EB 


wy Historic 


“Roscoe 


~ Coshocton,-Ohio 


Villa 


& cimer DOP 


8 
May 15, 16,47, = 


FEATURING THE Mip-EASTERN REGIONAL DULCIMER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Friday, May 15 - Workshops and Dulcimer Club Play-Off 
Saturday, May 16 - Contests, Workshops and Evening Concert 
Sunday, May 17 - Gospel Sing, Workshops and Championship Contests 


Saturday Night Concert Features: 


Larry Conger (Paris, TN) and Linda Lowe Thompson (Anniston, AL) 


| Championship Prizes donated by: 
* Cloud Nine Musical Instruments (Ostrander, OH) 
* Peg Earl Cases (Montague, MI) 
* The Chittums, Colleen and Ray (Rittman, OH) 
| ¢ Thistledew Acres (Marengo,OH) 
| * 1st Place Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer Championship winners 
| eligible to advance to the National Competition in Winfield, KS. 


For More Information contact || 
Roscoe Village 
381 Hill Street 

Coshocton, OH 43812 

1-800-877-1830 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 
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Information: 909-624-2928 Days 
909-987-5701 Evenings 


*Open Stage 
*Evening Concert featuring: 


: LES AMIS 
: TULL GLAZNER 
MAUREEN SELLERS & SAM STONE 


——— rs For Info: Susan White (812)944-6922 
Robin Mohun/Cathy Traut Hessom =“ ‘ii < 2571 Hickoryvale Dr. New Albany, IN 47150 
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mprpogrogiogings I INNIS 
ron 
re 
Cunmom Bean esr x OLD CAPITOL TRADITIONAL 
“ae 30th & pet 31st Larkin Park Claremont o 3 
. ¥ MUSIC FESTINAL 
a “19° YEAR faan Cee Se 
Family Programs: e, 
Stories and song: from around the worid with Angels Loyd, Bill Howard, x 
Karen Ree Kraut and Ray DeLa Pas. Children's Music and Puppet Show with Penelope Tombio. 
Ww 
Sop Aan seme stns tcened Dahan Canes Mal i Pa * 
Spoons, Washboerd, Bowed Praltery, Song writing, Storytelling Sing alongs and More!! BOTH DAYS | xx 
Saturday Night Special Concerts Ss 
Ross Aleman LA Singer /Song Fighter, Lote Hornbosar! Frecwd Dukimer Seper Sear and x 
The Wincher Becthers Bluegrass Harel ne “ee 
Folk Dancers aN "8 x 
Quality Craft Show with Unique Hand-Made Items EY > of 
Cle Booth inbrmatioee 909-987-5701 RY 32 May 29 & 30, 1998 
Outside stage concerts %. 
sisi ck tas tg Saitek ids sald Shien x HISTORIC CORYDON, INDIANA 
Bramble and the Rose, The Iron Men. String Band, The Tinkers Own, Hoo Tra Tea, The Liles off the West, Devi ¥ 
Dickey and the Skwer Men. Boys, Cley Comey, Uindverjnn Bart: Bane Celtic fie, Diamond Mind Dancers, The xx *J Frida ‘cht 
pot ESS ae Sameera S.  * Jam-Friday nigh 
SS ae ee "9 *Saturday events-all are under one roof* 
y ; A xx : 
(FESTIVAL PROGRAM) Send a Stamp and your address to: x *Workshops -twice as many as last year 


<i Se ee ee ee ae ap Sad y 
2nd Annual He ie 
Fe 4 
Southern Ohio Dulcimer Festival " Vel ‘han bs Du vier “ty iv 3 
Historic Ripley - 50 Miles East of Cincinnati Li , e 
Routes 52, 62 & 68 on the Scenic Ohio River Bs *Engli h * = 
Fe nglish Par 3 
May 23 & 24 (Sat. & Sun.) 1998 f ‘J K : 
Is Owensboro,Kentucy 3 
Hammered Dulcimer by ‘ 4 
¥ Maggie Sansone ¥David Schnaufer fi June 5 & 6, 1998 4 
¥ Kendra Ward ¥Stephen Selfert s P ‘ i 
¥ Sara Johnson ¥Maureen Sellers Fa Don f Wiss 4 
F: =] 
te 
Absolute Beginning Mountain Dulcimer Workshop with Gary Sager Ks Kendra “Ward & Bob Bence > 
Limited Rental Instruments Available Fs Sweetsong String Band = 
Ee =a 

Additional Workshops on Pennywhistle, ry i - 
Bodrhan, Guitar, Clawhammer 8. Fretless Banjo fa Susan Trump 4 
He Don Pedi 3 

Rain or Shine E d 4 : 
Workshops - 40,000 sq. ft. Warehouse He PLES ee Leads Aron du Ee en “4 
Jamming - Additional 14,000 sq. ft. os at : s : : 3 
Bring Lawn Chairs 3 Concerts, Workshops, Vendors, ; 
es Crafts, Food, Limited R.V. Parking ; 
Two Concerts fe BoccocMCS Ce yg GooaocooCose FI 
Saturday Evening & Sunday Afternoon es , zi rn : cae 3 
Early Bird Jamming - Friday Night i Lap Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer, Baryo, Gutar, S 
3 Autoharp, Basket making, Dulcimer making, and ... 3 
Be 4 
Mel Derickson 4 he bas ‘fda S$ = 
Ki format: Jokn or Gilda Shortt 4 
River Song i are as pee 2nd Street 4 fe ue 02 s ard A ext Court ; 
(937). 392-9274 y iS BS en net Owensboro, KY 42303 3 
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May 16 ¢ Chattanooga, TN 

Dulcimer Day at Patten Arts Center. Work- 
shops (MD & HD), jamming and per- 
formance. Vendors welcome. Info: 
Seane Crews, 423/892-1726. 


May 16 ¢ Chattanooga, TN 

Spring Festival, sponsored by the Dul- 
cimer and Accompaniment Club. Work- 
shops (MD, HD) and concert. Vendors 
welcome. Info: Lee Baldwin, PO Box 
121, Signal Mountain, TN 37377. 
423/886 -2642. 


May 22-24 ¢ Lisbon, OH 

Dulci-More Festival. Concerts, work- 
shops, mini-concerts, and more. Info: 
Bill Schilling, 984 Homewood Ave., 
Salem, OH 44460-3816. 330/332-4420. 
ssssbill@aol.com. http://members.aol. 
com/ssssbill/mw/dmfest.htm. 


May 23-24 « Ripley, OH 

Southern Ohio Dulcimer Festival. Concert, 
jamming, workshops for MD & HD (all 
levels), guitar, pennywhistle, autoharp. 

Info: Mel Derickson, River Song Music 


Shoppe, 7 North 2nd St., Ripley, OH 
45167. 937/392-9274. 


May 29-30 Corydon, IN 

Old Capitol Traditional Music Festival 
sponsored by the Corydon Dulcimer 
Society. Workshops, open stage, con- 
certs, jamming. Info (send SASE): 
Susan White, 2571 Hickoryvale Dr., 
New Albany, IN 47150. 812/944-6922. 


May 29-30 ¢ Florence, AL 

5th Annual Tennessee River Dulcimer Festi- 
val at McFarland Park. Jamming, open 
stage, sales booths. Camping sites and 
motels available. Info: Emily Wooten, 
117 Watson Dr., Florence, AL 35633. 
205/766-6732. 


May 30-31 ¢ Claremont, CA 

Claremont Spring Folk Festival. Stage con- 
certs, workshops (include MD, HD), 
dancers, and crafts. Info: (send a stamp) 
to C. S. EF FE, 8755 La Vine St., Alta 
Loma, CA 91701. 909/624-2928. 


“The International Society of Folk 


Harpers & Craftsmen invite you to the 
8th Int'l Conference in Galveston, Tx. 


The ISFHC, founded in 1980, is dedicated to 
the art and craft of the folk harp in all its forms and traditions 
The Folk Harp Journal is the official quarterly publication of 
the society. 
For more information, visit our web site at: 
http://www. isfhc.org 
E-mail conference@isfhc.org 
Tel/Fax: 281.469.7885 


_________ Sam Moffatt 
Gift from the River 


a musician of wit and intelligence 


her energy and emotion pull the listener in 


earthy and elegant.” 


with special guests 
Carrie Crompton & Seth Austen 


CD $16.50 postpaid, 


Here-and-Now Music 
RRI Box 168 + Vershire, VT 05079 
Telephone 802-333-4095 


catalog of other releases 
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May 30 ¢ Columbus, OH 

Central Ohio Dulcimer Festival. Workshops 
for MD, HD, guitar, mandolin, banjos. 
Evening concert. Info: Andy Beyer, 
614/846-1779. 


May 31—June 6 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Mountain Dulcimer Workshop for begin- 
ners. John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 
www.grove.net/~jccfs/. 


June 5-6 * Owensboro, KY 

Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival at English 
Park. Concerts, workshops, crafts, food, 
and vendors. Info: Yellowbanks Dul- 
cimer Society, c/o Gilda and Shortt, 
3506 Montrose Ct., Owensboro, KY 
42303. 502/926-9877. gshortt@Bell- 
South.net. 


June 5-7 ¢ Elverson, PA 

French Creek Dulcimer Retreat. Rustic 
cabin lodging, jams, workshops, con- 
certs and dancing. Info: Greater 
Pinelands Dulcimer Society Inc., Dee 
Adams, PO Box 292, Rancocas, NJ 
08073-9998. 


D 


Prairie Dulcimerf estival 


June 6 1998 


Featured Performers 
Cathy Barton & Dave Para 
Bill & Sharon Van Dusen 

Tom Schroeder 

with 
Esther Kreek, Jim Curley, 
& Carl Thor 


Workshops, free miniconcerts, 
Saturday evening concert, 
children's concert, jamming 

and 
food & instrument vendors on site 


Located at 
Roeland Park Community Center 
4850 Rosewood, Roeland Park, KS 
(Kansas City metro area) 


For more information contact: 
Allen Macfarlane, 1723 W. 27th Terr. 
Lawrence, KS 66046 
(785) 841-7690 
e-mail: dowser@kgs.ukans.edu 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 


Traditional Music and Taoist Healing Exercise 


Tao of Dulcimer 


Retreats wih Don Pedi 


June 18-21 
August 20-23 


It's Always 
Fair Weather 


At The... 


OZARK FOLK CENTER 


MOUNTAIN: JUNE 15-18/ HAMMER: AUGUST 10-3 


GUEST INSTRUCTORS: 

Kate Murray, Mtn. New Players 

Lou Jones, Mtn. Beginners a 

Aubrey Atwater & Linda Brockington, .*. 
Mtn. Intermediate 

7 Schmidt, Hammer Beginners 

Moses, Hammer Intermediate 


Join us at our peaceful 

farm in the mountains of 

Western North Carolina for 

a wonder filled weekend 
of fun and growth. 


4-Days of Classes, Jams, Tune Sharing, Mini-Concerts 
Old-Time Crafts Village & Night! Traditional Music Concerts info / Free Catalog: 


Attn. DPN-Dulc., P.O. Box 500 i i 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 Grapevine Productions 
(870)269- 3851 Lodging 1-800-264-3655 5456 Grapevine Road, Marshall, NC. 28753 


On the Web: www.ozarkfolkcenter.com (704) 689-9126 pedi@circle.net www.circle.net/pedi 
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‘ Sweetwater announces ‘ > VIDEO! 
the 
ry Second Annual a f ° 
i 1 Hammered Dulcimer 
A Private Lesson with s 
t . Kendra Ward! Basics 
4 | Ly Kendra Ward has long been 
i , 4 considered one of the finest players and teachers 
ooh of hammered dulcimer in the country. Now 
J i ‘ou can take a private lesson with this award- 
/ Y P : 
i 1 winning teacher! In this brand new 60 minute 
video, Kendra clearly shows you the 
, an , fundamentals you need to become an 
; ; i accomplished player. 
Appalachian Dulcimer Camp i Learning the ‘pay : easy =< you 
! , follow these simple step by step lessons: |» 7 
* July 5-10, 1998 + : Ae Th \ 
in the heart of West Central Ohio ry "8 lavle Maik dae Sa D L 
| All levels of mountain dulcimer instruction with: Harmony, and Using “Guitar” Chord Harmony 
Sweetwater * Steve Seifert You'll soon be playing like a pro! 
! Susan Trump # Louise Ziegler , To order, send $30" plus $3® s/h to: 
{| for information contact: Upcreek Productions, Inc. 
! Sweetwater - 643 € Euclid, Springfield, OH 45505 i 1513 Upcreek Rd * Bidwell, OH 45614 
i PE caer a Tel: (740) 388-6464 * Fax: (740) 388-9699 
i Sweetwatr3@aol.com a 


June 6 ¢ Roeland Park, KS 

Prairie Dulcimer Club Festival. Workshops, 
mini-concerts, jamming, children’s con- 
cert, vendors, evening concert. Info: 
Allen MacFarlane, 1723 W. 27th Ter- 
race, Lawrence, KS 66046. 
785/841-7690. dowser@kgs.ukans.edu. 


June 12-13 ¢ Cosby, TN 

Cosby Dulcimer and Harp Festival #22. 
Folk Life Center of the Smokies. For 
makers, players and listeners of MD, 
HD, and harps. Workshops, children’s 
activities and storytelling. Primitive tent 
camping available. Info: Jean & Lee 
Schilling, PO Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 
423/487-5543. 


June 15-18 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshop at the Ozark 
Folk Center. Beginning and intermedi- 
ate levels. Info: Ozark Folk Center, PO 
Box 500, Mountain View, AR 72560. 
870/269 -3851. 


June 15-20 © Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Summer Dulcimer Festival. 


Workshops, concerts, jam sessions for 


HD players. Rental instruments avail- 
able. Info: Joanie Blanton, PO Box 
1474, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. 
304/263-2531. blanton@intrepid.net 


June 18-21 ¢ Marshall, NC 

Tao of Dulcimer Retreat. Combining T’ai 
chi and other Taoist focusing, relaxation 
techniques and how to apply them to 
playing lap dulcimer. Info: Don Pedi, 
5456 Grapevine Rd., Marshall, NC 
28753. 704/689 -9126. pedi@circle.net, 
www.circle.net/~pedi. 


June 18-20 Burns, OR 

Country Music Jamboree at Harney 
County Fairgrounds. Jamming, open 
stage. Info: Janet Burgess, PO Box 904, 
Hines, OR 97738. 541/573-1323. 
jburgess@orednet.org. 


June 19-21 ¢ Parma, MI 

Southern Michigan Dulcimer Festival. Con- 
certs, workshops, dances, close-up con- 
certs, open stage, jamming, vendors. 
Limited camping on grounds. Motels 
nearby. Info: PHesselgrave, 6369 W. 
Michigan, Jackson, MI 49201. 
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517/750-3472. E-mail: 
Phesselgra@aol.com. 


June 20 ¢ Brethren, Mi 

Spirit of the Woods Folk Festival. Perfor- 
mances, music, dance, children’s activi- 
ties, and crafts at Dickson Township 
Park. Camping nearby. Info: Spirit of 
the Woods Music Association, 11171 
Kerry Rd., Brethren, MI 49619. 
616/477-5381. 


June 20—June 26 ¢ Blue Mt. Lake, NY 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium XVI. Week- 
long masterclass residencies for MD, 
HD (all levels). Rhythm instruction. 
Info: Barb Truex, 434 Preble St., South 
Portland, ME 04106-3033. 
207/799-6899. whitetruex@aol.com. 


June 26-28 ¢ Altamont, NY 

Old Songs Festival of Traditional Music and 
Dance. Altamont Fairgrounds. Concerts, 
dancing, workshops, storytelling, family 
activities. Info: Old Songs, Inc., P.O. 
Box 399, Guilderland, NY 12084. 
518/765-2815. 
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SOUTHERN MICHIGAN 
DULCIMER FESTIVAL 


June 19, 20, 21, 1998 


Western High School 
1400 Dearing Road 
Parma, Michigan 


GUEST 
PERFORMERS 
Maggie Sansone 


Tull Gi Glazener 


‘ Just F Friends 

r Olde Michigan Ruff 

Water String Band 
eons 


Activities begin 5:00 pm Friday 
Workshops — Close-up Concerts 
Open Stage-Jamming 
Music Vendors 
Saturday Evening Concert 


Only Self Contained Camping on Grounds 
INFORMATION 
(517) 750-3472 (616) 887-9436 
Pat Hesselgrave Warren Guiles 
6361 W. Michigan Ave. 9575 Peach Ridge Rd. NW 
Jackson, MI 49201 Sparta, Mi 49345 


Stringalong 
Workshops 


Nationally 
Known 
Dulcimer 


Artists 
Summer ‘98 
- all three! 


Tull Glazener ‘ Stephen Seifert 


David Schnaufer 
Ona 


Wisconsin Lake 
1 hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 


Summer Stringalong 
June 27-July 2, 1998 


Stringalong Weekends 
Nov. 6-8, 1998; March 5-7, 1999 


UW-Milwaukee Folk Center 


T 1 (800) 636-FOLK 


= : Bowed 
Cmega Stings Psaltery 
The first “Concert Quality” Bowed 
| Psaltery I have ever seen! Glenn 


Morgan, Fishbite Recordings 


| Finest one | have ever seen 
or heard. Margie Mirken, 
Shadetree Stringed 
Instruments 


6 distinct 
Innovations 
not found 
on other 
Psalteries © 


$379.95 


For Free 

Catalog 

Write or call 

Omega Strings 

468 E. Margarita 

Rialto, CA 92376 
(909) 875-0737 | 


Available in 
24 and 32 
string models 


Dealer Inquires Welcome 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 


GoThie Swannanoa Gathering 


FOLK ARTS WORKSHOPS AT WARREN WILSON COLLEGE 


ulcimer Week at the Swannanoa Gathering offers students the opportunity to learn the 

hammered or mountain dulcimer (or both!) ina relaxed and intimate setting of small classes and 
supportive staff, with some of the country's finest teachers and players. The program also runs 
concurrently with our Dance Week, featuring Nightingale and more. 


a “Dulcimer Week" Fuly12-18.1998 Ye 


with 


Lois Flornbostel, Roger Nicholson, Anne L 
Neal Hellman,Wes Cha ip vel ign “Kolodner 


—Caltie Ware Fly 511 \ 
Oo atnmeehlimer with Kean Kolcner 


“Old< Time Mute & ‘Dance Week" J 
Mountain dulcimer with Don Pedi 


July 5-11 “Celtic Week” July 12-18 “Dance Week” ¢ July 12-18 “Dulcimer Week” 
* July 12°48 “Performance Lab I”* July 19-25 “Performance Lab II” 
July 19-25 “Old-Time Week” ¢ July 26-Aug.1 “Conteninceiey Folk Week” ¢ July 26-Aug.1 “Guitar Week” 


Call or write for a FREE catalog: The Swannanoa Gathering, Warren Wilson College, PO Box 9000 Asheville, NC 28815-9000 
Tel: (704) 298-3434 * Email: gathering@warren-wilson.edu * Website: http:// www.warren-wilson.edu/~gathering/ 


June 26-28 ¢ Tullahoma, TN 

Paul Pyle Dulcimer Daze. Bar-B-Que, All- 
day jam, pot luck supper, annual meet- 
ing, performances. Info: 105 Point 
Circle, Tullahoma, TN 37388. 
931/455-6800. brust@edge.net or 
http://edge.net/~brust/. 


June 27—July 2 ¢ Lake Geneva, Wi 

Summer Stringalong. Dulcimer concerts, 
workshops, hands-on lessons, singing, 
dancing. Conference Point, Lake Gene- 
va. Info UWM Folk Center, PO Box 
413, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 
800/636-FOLK (3655) or 414/229-4622. 


June 28—July 3 ¢ Boone, NC 

Appalachian State University Dulcimer 
Playing Workshop. Comprehensive cours- 
es for all levels of MD playing. MD 
building, workshops, concerts, open 
stage, orchestra. Info: Lou Ellen Jones, 
ASU Office of Conf. & Inst., Boone, 
NC 28608. 704/262-3045. 


June 28—July 4 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop for inter- 
mediates. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 


Appalachian State University 
21st Annual Dulcimer Playing Workshop 


School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800/365-5724. www.grove.net/~jccfs/. 


July 5-10 ¢ Westminster, MD 

Common Ground. A week of study (MD, 
HD, other instruments), MD construc- 
tion, singing, songwriting, Appalachian 
& African dance, world percussion, cre- 
ative writing, children’s program and 
more. Info: Common Ground on the 
Hill, WMC, Western MD College, 
Westminster, MD 21157. 410/857-2771. 
cground@gqis.net 


July 5—Aug 1 ¢ Swannanoa, NC 

The Swannanoa Gathering. Week-long 
workshops in the folk arts. Dulcimer 
Week (HD, MD) 7/12-18. Info: The 
Swannanoa Gathering, Warren Wilson 


College, Box 9000, Asheville, NC 28815. 


704/298-3434 or 298-3325, ext. 426. 
www.wartren-wilson.edu/ngathering/. 


July 5-10 ¢ West Milton, OH 

Shady Grove Appalachian Dulcimer Camp. 
MD instruction, jamming. Sleeping cab- 
ins, RV hook-ups, home-cooked meals. 
Info: Sweetwater, 643 E. Euclid, Spring- 
field, OH 45505. 937/323 -7864. 
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July 5—August 9 ¢ Elkins, WV 

Augusta Heritage Arts Workshops. Five 
weeks of classes, concerts, dances, etc., 
including many week-long MD and HD 
workshops, beg. to adv. Info: Augusta 
Heritage Center, Davis & Elkins Col- 
lege, Elkins, WV 26241. 304/637-1209, 
www.augustaheritage.com. 


July 10-12 © Carthage, MO 

Summerfest 1998. Workshops, concerts, 
jam sessions, crafts. MD, HD, and other 
instruments. Info: L. Woods, PO Box 
158, Crestline, KS 66728. 316/389-2377 
or 417/624-3580. 


July 10-12 ¢ Bar Harbor, ME 

Downeast Dulcimer and Folk Harp Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, concerts, song 
sharing, sales booths. Motels and camp- 
ing nearby. Info (send SASE): Song of 
the Sea, 47 West St., Bar Harbor, ME 
04609. 207/288-5653. 


July 11 © Quaker City, OH 


20th Annual Dulcimer/Autoharp Competition. 
Info: 740/679-2843 or 740/679-2232. 


“The Dulcimer Lesson” 


Boone, North Carolina = Sun., June 28—Fri., July 3, 1998 


Limited Edition Print by Artist John Barrett 


Jean will be giving a |-hr. presentation to our Workshop 
participants, performing in our Wed. night, July |, concert, and 
singing with our 200+ dulcimer orchestra. 

FOR YOUR WORKSHOP CATALOG & APPLICATION contact: Office of Conferences and Institutes 

State University, University Hall, Boone, NC 28608 (Phone 704 / 262-3045 or 


re mailed in April, and prompt registration is 


Edition of 725 Signed and Numbered by the Artist 
Image Size 12”x16”, Overall Size 16”x207, Color 


$40.00 plus $7.50 shipping and Handling 
(Indiana residents please include 5% sales tax) 


Remnants of the Past 
R.R. 3, Box 87 
Owensville, IN 47665 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 


“Traditions: Native American, |\ The American Music 
Black & White” We a and Arts Festival 
4th Annual Workshops: _ Ve hee July 11-12, 1998 
July 5-10, 1998 GT OOLT at the 


Western Maryland College — — Carroll County Farm Museum 
1 » Westminster, MD 


“A WEEK OF DULCIMERS” ‘2 


Celebrating the “Common Ground” faunile in the Traditional Arts 


Hammered Dulcimer: Steve Schneider, Karen Ashbrook, Walt Michael, Rick Thum & Bill Troxler 
Mountain Dulcimer: Sally Rogers & Christina Muir Mt. Dulcimer Construction: Carl Gotzmer 


Singing, Songwriting, Harmony, Instrumental Music, Percussive Dance, World Percussion, African Drumming & Dance, Blues, 
Native American, Folk, Bluegrass, Oldtime, Jazz, Black Gospel, Instrument Construction, Fine Arts & Crafts, Celtic, Storytelling, 
Creative Writing, Cross-cultural dialog, Children’s “World Village” and more. 


Featuring: Robin & Linda Williams, Peggy Seeger, Sparky Rucker, Footworks, Sankofa Dance Theatre, Sally Rogers, Bryan 
Bowers, Deidre McCalla, Bill Keith, Fred Travers, Kevin Maul, Barry Mitterhoff, Jim Watson, Scott Ainslie, Mary Johns, Mark Schatz, 
Howie Bursen, Bob Zentz, Bob Lucas, Reed Martin, Nedy Arevalo, John Glick, Jay Ansill, Hot Soup, Walt Michael & Tom McCreesh, 

Sakim, Larry Johnson, Sisters in Harmony, Union Street Jubileers, Bill Wellington, Pitz Quattrone, Wordcraft Circle and more! 


For information, catalog or registration: Common Ground on the Hill, Western Maryland College, Westminster, MD 21157 
Phone 410-857-2771 email: cground@gis.net Visit us at our website: http://mojoworkin.com/cg 


Come help us celebrate our 11th anniversary! 


Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 


te 


Y- DAY, LY 11-12, 1 
Gebhard Woods State Park Morris, Illinois 


MIKE ANDERSON °* LIZ CIFANI 
RUSSELL COOK 

GALLIMAUFRY 

DIANE IPPEL @ ROB WILLIAMS 
BILL ROBINSON G& FRIENDS 


AND THAT'S JUST THE BEGINNING ~ WE'RE STILL WORKING ON THE GUEST LIST] 


A very special weekend of concerts, dance, workshops, and music-making 


Information: 708-456-6292 847-424-1740 
Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival P.O. Box59 Elmwood Park IL 60707 


Sponsored by HANDS of Illinois, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting dulcimer music, in 
association with the Illinois Department of Conservation and the City of Morris. Partially supported by a grant from 
the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 


se ne ee 


July 11-12 ¢ Morris, IL 

Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops, concerts, jamming, dancing, chil- 
dren’s activities. Info: Donna Tufano, 
PO Box 59, Elmwood Park, IL 60707. 
708/456-6292. 


July 11-12 ¢ Warrenville, IL 

Warrenville Folk Festival. Concerts, work- 
shops (MD, HD), jamming, crafts, chil- 
dren’s activities. Info: Dona Benkert, 
PO Box 248, Warrenville, IL 60555. 
630/717-8495 or 630/393-1247. 


July 11-12 ¢ Westminster, MD 

Common Ground American Music & Arts 
Festival. Features HD and MD, blues, 
Native American music, bluegrass, old- 
time, gospel, Celtic, ethnic food, and 
more. Info: Common Ground on the 
Hill, WMC, Westminster, MD 21157. 
410/857-2771. cground@gis.net. 
http:mojoworkin.com/cg. 


July 11-18 ¢ Kilfenora, Ireland 

Nonsuch Dulcimer Club Irish Week at 
Boghill Centre, Kilfenora, Co. Clare. 
Workshops by Irish musicians. All instru- 


ments welcome. Info: Sally Whytehead, 
19 Ivor Rd., Redditch B97 4Pf, UK. 
Phone: 01527 401040, email: sally@ 
ftel.co.uk. www.hillside.co. uk/nonsuch. 


July 17-20 ¢ Evart, Ml 

Dulcimer Funfest at the Osceola County 
Fairgrounds. Concerts, workshops, open 
stage, jamming, and sales booths. 
Camping available. Info: Donna Beck- 
with, 817 Innes NE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503. 616/459-6716. 


July 18-19 ¢ Indianapolis, IN 

Eagle Creek Folk Music Festival. MD, 
HD, autoharp, guitar and fiddle. Info: 
Frank Tardy & Connie Morley, Central 
Indiana Folk Music & Mt. Dulcimer 
Society, PO Box 1503, Indianapolis, IN 
46206. 317/846-2395. 


July 20-24 Rio Grande, OH 

Intensive Sessions in Mountain Dulcimer 
with Jerry Rockwell. Int/Adv-level play- 
ers. Info: Jerry Rockwell, PO Box 79, 
Guysville, OH 45735. 740/662-3011. jcr- 
music@eurekanet.com. 
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July 24-26 ¢ Louisville, 

KY Kentucky Music Weekend. Concerts, 
workshops, dances, and crafts at Iro- 
quois Park. Also see July 28 listing. 
Info: Nancy Barker, Box 86, Bardstown, 
KY 40004. 502/348 -5237. 


July 24-26 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshop for begin- 
ners. John C. Campbell Folk School, 

Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 

www.grove.net/~jccfs/. 


July 24-26 ¢ Binghamton, NY 

Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering. Workshops 
(MD, HD, autoharp), concerts, open 
stage, contra-dancing, and jamming. 
Primitive camping available. Info: Ed 
Ware, 1259 Fowler Place, Binghamton, 
NY 13903. 607/669-4653. ed_ware@ 
compuserve.com. 


July 24-26 ¢ Soldiers Grove, WI 

Dulcimer Camp will be held the weekend 
after the Evart, Michigan Funfest. Info: 
Gloria Hays, Rt. 2, Box 2268, Soldiers 
Grove, WI 54655. 608/536-3616. 


Nonsuch Dulcimer Club 
invites you to spend 


A Week in Ireland 
Boghill Centre, Kilfenora, Co. 
Clare. - 11-18 July 1998 


Learn from Irish musicians and meet 
British dulcimer players. Set in a 
beautiful nature reserve - walking, 
horse-riding and cycling also available. 
The emphasis is on dulcimers but 
partners and friends are also welcome. 
The cost is fUK 197, including food 
and accomodation, (transport extra). 
For further details contact Sally 
Whytehead on Tel: +44 1527 401040, 
Fax: +44 1527 459172, 
email: nonsuch@hillside.co.uk. 
More details on our web page 
http://www.hillside.co.uk/nonsuch 
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July 24,25, 26, 1998 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
Binghamton, New York 


Karen Ashbrook /lammered Dulcimer 
Janita Baker Fretted Dulcimer 
June Maugery Autoharp 


Workshops - Concerts - Dancing 
Jamming - Hymn Sing - Vendors 
CONTACT 
ED WARE 
1259 Fawler Place 

Binghamton, NY 13903 


(607)669-4653 


Whistlepig 
APPALACHIAN 
MUSIC & ARTS 


http://whistlepig.com 


We are a marketplace, information 
center and gallery for Appalachian 
Artists, Craftsmen and Musicians. 


Music: Bluegrass * Folk + Celtic + Bands 
* Festivals * Music Links * Recording ° 
Instruments * Instruction * Luthiers + Magazines 
Artisans: Ceramics * Wood * Sculpture * Glass 


* Metal « Crafts * Textiles * Muzzle Loaders 
* Craft Fairs * Paint and Pastel 


JOIN OUR WES SITE: 
Market your music or craft! 
— No Computer Required — 
Businesses who supply the arts are welcome! 


Web Site Hosting & Design & Catalog 
Order Systems @ Credit Card Transactions 
@ International Commerce 


For Information or a Free Brochure, 
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-742-7238 
or e-mail: webmaster@whistlepig.com 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 


xperience the 

beauty of 
Renaissance-style 
musical instrumen 


We have a large selection 
of instruments from 

+ Luthier 

* Master Works 

+ Folkcraft 

+ Windy Hill Guitars 

* Triplett Harps 

Special orders are 

our forte. If you want 

it, we can get it! 


FOLK MUSIC, CDs & TAPES 


Live entertainment in the courtyard 


__Oiringfellows 


201 Union Street 
our Free catalog P.O. Box 502 


| (703) 494-3755 Occoquan, VA 22125 


ati on 


Fred Meyer 


during the week. 


one floor, fully accessible) 


For more information: 
502-348-5237 
E-mail: KYTreeFrog@aol.com 


Come join us in beautiful Bardstown, Kentucky at the 16th Annual ~ 


Kentucky Music Week ~ July 27 - 31 


Classes Offered ~ Fretted Dulcimer taught by Janita Baker, Susan Trump 
Bill Taylor, David Schnaufer, Lois Hornbostel, Maureen Sellers and 


Hammered Dulcimer taught by Linda Thompson, Cathy Barton, 
Tina Bergmann, Jem Moore, Emily Hammond, Mollie Freibert and Jim Miller 
Classes in Autoharp, Mandolin and Fiddle, Vocals, Crafts, Banjo, Tin Whistle, 
Celtic Harp, Psaltery, Contra Dancing and Clogging will also be taught. 

A Music and Visual Arts “KMW KIDS CAMP” for ages 6 to 12 will also be held 


Very Reasonable Registration Fees! Evening Concerts and Jams! 


Lodging ~ Best Western Motel (24 Hour jam Room/Free Continental Breakfast) 
Location ~ Foster Heights Elementary School (one building/air conditioned/ 


Note: Kentucky Music Weekend, Iroquois Amphitheater in Couisville, Kentucky 
Largest Free Folk Festival in the Region! Jufy 24, 25 & 26 Top Name Acts! 


http://www.texas.net/~square!l/kmw 


} SIXTH ANNUAL . 
HEARTLAND DULCIMER 


Camp 


Jury 26 — 31, 1998 


HamMereD & Mounrain 
DuLcIMER 
BEGINNING THROUGH ADVANCED CLASSES 


Ros BrerETON * Sue CARPENTER 
Mappit MacNeu. - Karen MuE er 


Sam Rizzetra * EsrHer Kreex 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
EsTHER Kreek 
1156 W. 103rp Str. Derr. 206 
Kansas Crry, MO 64114 
. (816) 942-6233 . 4 


Nancy Johnson Barker 
Kentucky Music Week 
P. O. Box 86 
Bardstown, Kentucky 40004 


July 25-26 ¢ Kirtland Hills, OH 
Little Mountain Folk Festival. Entertain- 


ment, children’s activities, living history, 


vendors. Info: Harry Hopes, Lake 
County Historical Center, 8610 King 
Memorial Rd., Mentor, OH 44060. 
440/255-8979. Fax 440/255-8980. 


July 26-31 ¢ Kansas City, MO 


Heartland Dulcimer Camp, a week of study 


in MD and HD (all levels). Jam ses- 

sions, workshops, open stage, concerts. 
Info: Esther Kreek, 1156 W. 103rd St., 
Kansas City, MO 64114. 816/942-6233. 


July 26—Aug 1 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop for begin- 
ners. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 
School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800/365-5724. www.grove.net/~jccfs/. 
July 27-31 © Bardstown, KY 

Kentucky Music Week. Instruction in 
MD, HD, other instruments, and 
singing. Concerts. Info: Nancy Barker, 
Box 86, Bardstown, KY 40004. 
502/348-5237. 


CHATTER 


July 29—Aug 2 ¢ Clifftop, WV 

Appalachian String Band Music Festival. 
Stringband musicians and friends. Con- 
certs, contests, dancing, and workshops. 
Info: Camp Washington-Carver, HC 35, 
Box 5, Clifftop, WV 25831. 304/438-3005. 


July 30—Aug 1 ¢ Houston, TX 

Sam Fest features workshops for MD, 
HD, autoharp, fiddle, folk harp, guitar, 
pennywhistle, and more. Autoharp con- 
test. Info: Peggy Carter, 16142 Hexham 
Dr., Spring, TX 77379. 281/370-8993. 


July 31—August 3 ¢ Ireland 

O’Carolan Harp & Trad. Music Festival. 
Concerts, Irish music sessions, ceilidhe, 
workshops for harp, flute, tin whistle, 
fiddle, banjo, accordion, pipes, concerti- 
na, bodhran, singing, and set dancing. 
Info: Paraic Noone, Keadue, Co. 
Roscommon, Ireland. (078) 47204. 


August 2 ¢ Lake Zurich, IL 

4th Annual Lake County Folk Festival. Per- 
formances, dulcimer stage, workshops, 
children’s stage, singer-songwriter com- 
petition, and more. Info: Kate Moretti, 


PO Box 113, Lake Zurich, IL 60047. 
847/540-5527. KMoretti@aol.com. 


August 7-9 ¢ Fort Wayne, IN 

Cedar Creek Dulcimer Jubilee features 
workshops for MD, HD, and other 
instruments. Jamming, open stage, con- 
cert, ham & bean supper, camping, 
sleeping cabins. Info: Dennis DenHar- 
tog, Folk Notes, 15004-A St. Rd. 1, Leo, 
IN 46765. 219/627-2189. 
ddenhart@k7.net. 


August 7-9 ¢ Leavenworth, WA 

Chatter Creek Hammered Dulcimer Festival 
features workshops, concerts, open 
stage and jamming. Sponsored by 
Northwest Hammered Dulcimer Soci- 
ety. Info: Donna Kochan, 7024 92nd 
Ave. Ct. SW, Takoma, WA 98498. 
253/584-1502. dlkochan@aol.com. 


August 7-9 ¢ Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at Fort New Salem. 
Workshops (MD, HD), concert, and 
jamming. Info: Carol Schweiker, Fort 
New Salem, Salem-Teikyo University, 
Salem, WV 26426. 304/782-5245. 
Fort@Salem.WVnet.edu. 


The Gateway Dulcimer Society 


“presents” 


CREEK 


Hammered Dulcimer 
Festival/Campout 
Rick Fogel, Pat Nelson & 

Mick Doherty 
Workshops, Faculty Concert, 
Jamming, Open stage, Raffle 

(Near Leavenworth WA.) 


AUG 7th 8th 9th 


Contact Donna Kochan 


253-584-1502 
E-mail DLKOCHAN@aol.com 


THE GREAT RIVER ROAD FESTIVAL 
August 21-22-23, 1493 


Featuring 
David Schnaufer-Rick Thum 
Gary Gallier-Kendra Ward & Bob Bence 
Alfonse Ponticelli-Al MacFarlane 
Maureen Sellers-Hollis Landrum-Doug Felt 


“Concerts-Workshops-Open Mike-Vendors” 


Pere Marquette State Park, Grafton Il. 
(45 miles north of St. Louis Arch) 

For Additional Info 

Call Jack Giger 

618-344-2822 or 

E-mail 

GatewayDul@AOL.COM 

Visit our web site at 

http://members.aol.com/gatewaydul/index.htm 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 


SEVENTH ANNUAL 


AUGUST 
DULCIMER 
DAZE 


NEW DATE 
AUGUST 26, 29, & 30, 19 


WEST DOVER, VERMONT 


FEATURED PERFORMERS 
xk* 


MARGARET MacARTHUR 
& Family 


NEAL WALTERS 
& 
HEIDE CERRIGIONE 


LUCY JOAN SOLLOGUB 
KKK 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
WORKSHOPS 


| OPEN STAGE * SALES BOOTH 


MINI CONCERTS * JAMMING 


DULCIMER RENTALS * FOOD 


| SATURDAY EVENING CONCERT 


FOR INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 


folk craft masic 
P.O. BOX 1572 

WILMINGTON, VT 05363 

802-368-7437 


Vocalists. 


Email< mht 


LMC MeIaEM a Steve Schneider, Heidi Cerrigione 


For Information, 


Call Fern at 203-266-7560 |Guitar: 


Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration |and Faul Oorts 


New Milford, CT 06776 


Folk Notes Dulcimer Shop presents the 1st annual 


Cedar Creek Dulcimer Jubilee 


8 miles North of FortWayne, IN August 7-9, 1998 
Concert Performers: Sweetwater, Jim Hudson, 
Maureen Sellers, Shakin’ Hammers String Band 

Noontime Concert featuring Sam Stone 
Workshops, Jamming,Camping & Swimming 
Workshops with: Jim Hudson, Maureen Sellers, Sweetwater, Nancy Blough, 


Kurt Simerman, Sam Stone, Shakin’ Hammers, Sharon Ford, and more. 
Early registration discounts; for information call or send SASE to: 


Dennis DenHartog at Folk Notes Dulcimers, 15004-A SR 1 N 
Leo, IN 46765 ph: 219-627-2189 or res: 219-423-4720 


Become a Music Practitioner 
The Music for Healing & Transition Program 


is a National Educational Certification Program for Musicians, Music Students and 
MHTP is a course of study which includes medical and music subjects 
taught by professionals. A full curriculum of classes is offered leading to certification as a Music 
Practitioner. Courses are being offered in many areas of the country, including: 


Seattle WA Houston TX Atlanta GA Hillsdale NY Winchester VA San Francisco CA 


For a comprehensive brochure outlining the course and a current schedule of classes and 


locations, please write to: 
The Music for Healing & Transition Program 
Box 249, Vashon WA 98070 
@seanet.com >* Website: http 


Announcing The Fifth Annual 


Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration 


September 18, 19, 20 
In the beautiful Litchfield Hills of 


New Milford, CT 


Rob Brereton, Neal Walters, 
i Loraine Lee Hammond 


Wj) Hammered Dulcimers: 


David Marks, Ester Kreek, 
Walt Michael, Mike Kachuba 


New for 98: 


or write Bennett Hammond 


PO Box 2024 Percussion: 


://www.vashonisland.com/mhtp 


Mtn. Dulcimers: David Schnaufer, Sue Ford, Stephen Selfert, 
Bernadette Weimer, George Haggerty, Dallas Cline, Thomasina 


John Marshall Vendor Inquires Welcomed 


Tue Abso.ute FINEST IN HAMMERED AND Mountain Dutcimer Perrormers @ Instructors 
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August 9-14 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Workshop: Learn To Play The Mountain 
Dulcimer. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 
School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800/365-5724. www.grove.net/~jccfs/. 


August 10-13 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Summer Hammered Dulcimer Workshop 

at the Ozark Folk Center. Beginning 
and intermediate levels. Info: 

Ozark Folk Center, PO Box 500, Moun- 
tain View, AR 72560. 870/269-3851. 


August 14-16 ¢ Wooster, OH 

Dog Days Dulcimer Drive-In. The objective 
is fun, with small group and all-group 
jams. Camping on the grounds. Info 
(send large SASE for brochure): Maid- 
en Creek Dulcimers, Box 666, Wooster, 
OH 44691. Phone 330/345-7825. 
mcd@bright.net. 


August 14-17 ¢ Marshall, NC 

Tao of Dulcimer Retreat. Combining T’ai 
chi and other Taoist focusing, relaxation 
techniques and how to apply them to 
playing MD. Info: Don Pedi, 5456 
Grapevine Rd., Marshall, NC 28753. 


coe, jp MMLTUAAETECER HAUSA 
«iil! r 


704/689-9126. pedi@circle.net, www.cir- 
cle.net/~pedi. 


August 21-23 Grafton, IL 

Great River Road Festival. Concerts, 
workshops (MD, HD, other instru- 
ments), open mike, vendors. Info: Jack 
Giger, 821 Birch, Collinsville, IL 62234. 
618/344-2822. E-mail: 
GatewayDul@aol.com. http://mem- 
bers.aol.com/gatewaydul/index.html. 


August 23-29 ¢ Washington, ME 
Meadowlark features classes, concerts, 
and jamming for MD, HD, and other 
old-time and Celtic instruments. Info: 
Curt Stager, PO Box 158, Paul Smiths, 
NY 12970. 518/327-3561. stagerj@paul- 
smiths.edu. Summer: 207/845-2555. 


August 27-30 ¢ Midland, Mi 

Midland Dulcimer Festival & Central MI 
Old Car Club, Antique Engine & Trac- 
tor Gathering. Jamming, workshops, 
concerts. Info: Bill Kuhlman, 2769 S. 
Homer Rd., Midland, MI 48640. 
517/835-5085. beeps@concentric.net. 


August 28-30 ¢ West Dover, VT 

This is a new date for Dulcimer Daze. 
Open stage, workshops and concerts. 
Info: Folk Craft Music, PO Box 1572, 
Wilmington, VT 05363. 802/368 -7437. 


September 12-13 ¢ Cooksburg, PA 
Dulcimer Workshops and Festival for MD 
and HD. Info: Send SASE (55¢ post) to 
Felice Dugan, Cook Forest Sawmill 
Center for the Arts, P.O. Box 180, 
Cooksburg PA 16217.814/927-6655 
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THURSDAY, Fripay, € SATURDAY 
SEPTEMBER 24, 25, 26, 1998 


WRITE TO: 


A EN RRR RE ES 


with . . . Evening Concerts, 

Country Dances, Jam Sessions, 

Noon Concerts with Lunch Available, 

Large Vendors Area & Festival Country Store. 


INFORMATION: 


In eT a Se ee 


| 


Featuring workshops for . . . 

Lap Dulcimer & Hammered Dulcimer, Songs, 
Autoharp, Guitar, Banjo, Traditional Dance, 
Storytelling & many more. 


Send for our Festival Flyer with a Listing of Workshops 
and Instructors, to be mailed in Early-Summer. 


P.O. Box 820403 
Memeuis, TN 38182-0403 
401-726-4789 


Leave message and we'll call back 
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The SONGBIRD 
16/15 WHIPPOORWILL 


Music camp for adults 
in mid-coast Maine. \) 


Aug. 23-29, 1998 FS 
Celtic, Old-Time, Maritime, ® \ 
Dance, & more, in a beautiful 

lake-side setting. " 


Simply a Great 
Dulcimer 


INSTRUCTORS: / 
Ken Kolodner (Hammered Dulcimer) 
Anne Dodson (Mountain Dulcimer) 
& on other instruments: 

Deborah Friou, Ritchie Stearns 
Jerry Bryant, Keith Murphy & Becky Tracy 
Mike Casey & Malke Rosenfeld, Whompers 


FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Curt Stager at (518) 327-3561 
P.O. Box 158, Paul Smiths, NY 12970 
stagerj@paulsmiths.edu 


: Call for dealer nearest you 
Ask your retailer 417-932-5140 


(IANA: WL 
SUMMERFEST 1998 2 


Seventh Annual ¢ July 10, 11, 12 
Presented by Ozark Wilderness Dulcimer Club 


New Location * New Location Featured Guests Admission 


Big Barn RV Park Entire weekend with workshops $30 
“ John Hollandsworth ‘ ee 
Carthage, Missouri Galax Autohare Channine General daily admission $5 
Grand (Elm Rd.) 5231 County Lane 138 & Kath Ne AT eh ($10 entire weekend without workshops) 
South Carthage, Missouri y No alcoholic beverages 


1-417-358-2432 Maureen Sellers * Gallier Brothers 
The Plaid Family * David Moran For more information contact: 
Workshops * Concerts * Jams Neil Gaston * Jim Curley * Judy Schmidt Lloyd/Joyce Woods 1-316-389-2377 . 
More Workshops Karen Daniels (jlwoods@www.columbus-ke.com) 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer International Autoharp Champion Elaine Smith 1-417-624-3580 
Autoharp * Fiddle * Accordian The Johnson Family (dulcifer@juno.com) 
Saw * Spoons * Mouth Bow (Bluegrass) Kathy Friend 1-471-455-2318 
Bass Fiddle * Psaltery (friendfamily@juno.com) 


List of accomodations available on request 


UPRIVER SLU! 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 


Toll Free 1-888-MTDULC-2 (1-888-683-8522) 


The Most Fun You Can Have Shopping! 


Of course, we might be a little biased, but 
“ we believe you can’t find a friendlier, more helpful bunch of folks to help you with your 


musical needs than right here at Simple Sounds!” 
Darlene Slough, Owner 


Featuring Great Names In: 
Mountain Dulcimers 
Hammer Dulcimers * 
Folk Harps Sis ° 
Autoharps Ps 
Harmonicas 


Expanded Services! 
Instrument Rental 
Lessons 


Workshops 


Purchase A Mountain Dulcimer Between The Dates Of September I And December 31 
And Attend A Workshop In January Or February On Us! 


Uf It’s Unusual & Musical, We Probably Have It! 
Player Pianos . Stumpf Fiddles ° Tongue Drums 
Many more too numerous to list — see our catalog or web site! 


we We’re Here All Winter! ! 
Stop In And See Us! There Are Three New Hotels That Have 
bint Within The Last Year. Call Us And We Will Help Find 
Accomodations If You Need! 
Winter Hours 10:00am Till 4:00pm 
Monday Thru Saturday January Thru March 


We Now Carry Oscar Schmidt Guitars!! 
Christmas Special: Buy An Oscar Schmidt Guitar Between Now And Christmas And 
Receive Free Strings For A Year! 


Upcoming Events: 

Once a month on a Saturday, we have either a mountain dulcimer or hammer dulcimer 
workshop. The 1998 schedule is as follows: ; 
oa Mountain Dulcimer Workshops 

@ January 10 February 14 May9 June 13 July 18 with Maureen Sellers 
August 8 September 12 November 21 


Hammer Dulcimer Workshops 


March with Russell Cook(Date TBA) July 11 October 10 


For More Information, Visit Our Web Site, e-mail us at custserv@simplesounds.com, call us 

at 1-888-MTDULC-2 (1-888-683-8522) or drop us a line at: Simple Sounds, P.O. Box 837, 

Shipshewana, Indiana, 46565-0837. Better Yet, Stop In And See Us! We're In The Davis 
Mercantile on Harrison Street In Downtown Shipshewana. 


Recordings Featuring the | 


Steve's book, An English Country Garden, is still available | 


Mountain Dulcimer 
by Steven K. Smith 


Shaker’s Fancy (New) 
Tape & CD - Both Traditional and Original 
Instrumentals featruing the Dulicmer with Guitar, 
Viola, and Plucked Psaltery 


A Brand New Day 


Tunesmith 
Tape Only - Mountain Dulcimer Instrumentals 


Dandelions & Tulips 


CD only - Selections from 
Tunesmith & A Brand New Day | 
Steve’s newest release, Shaker’s Fancy is 
a collection of instrumentals featruing 
the dulcimer, baritone and tenor 
dulcimers, guitar, viola, and plucked 


psaltery. It includes the following titles: 

Shaker’s Fancy * Bach Minuet in G + Southwind « 

O'Carolan’s Concerto + Mrs. Cole + Lond: 

Air/White Coral Bells + Stephen Foster Medly « 
Black Nag + and 7 others 


CDs $15.00 Tapes $10.00 


Steven K. Smith, 429 Park Ave 
Newark, OH 43055 


Please add $1.00 per order for shipping 
Ohio residents please add 6% sales tax 


Book Only $10.00 Book & 2 Tape companion set $22.00 
Visit my web page! http://www.infinetcom/~sksmith/ 
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WIZMAK 


TRADITIONAL 
FOLK & 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 


featuring the 
Hammered and 
Appalachian 


Mountain Dulcimers 


Available on tapes and CDs 
at your local record store 
or call for free catalog 


1-€00-53¢8-5676 


VISA /MC 
www.scoutserv.com/indie/wizmak 


permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 
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Most of my hammered dulcimer stu- 
dents have been adults. Then, along 
came Arjuna Balaranjan. He had such 
a natural feel for the instrument and 
Irish music that I decided to teach in a 
way I never had before — actively focus- 
ing on Irish music and teaching him 
fully ornamented tunes. He was so good 
at it that I thought it would be fun to 
send him to the Irish music competi- 
tions in New York City, where the first- 
and second-place winners (there are 
three competitions in the USA) are eligi- 
ble to compete in Ireland. It would give 
him a chance to meet other children 
playing Irish music, and also a chance 
to measure his skill. 


The primary focus of the competitions 
sponsored by Comhaltas Ceoltoiri, 
which are divided by instrument and age 
group, is to promote traditional Irish 
music. Few people play the dulcimer in 
Ireland, so it is in the “Miscellaneous 
Instruments” category. Arjuna was a big 
hit in New York and was soon Ireland 
bound. There is a week long Scoil Eigse 
(music school) prior to the All-Ireland 
for the children competing. Because the 
dulcimer shares the same range as the 
banjo we tried to get Arjuna in the banjo 
class. However, when he left the States, 
despite several phone calls to Ireland, it 
was uncertain whether they would let 
him in. His whole trip took a lot of hard 
work, faith and determination —and he 
did it! 

Our local dulcimer community 
helped with fundraising. Norm Taylor, 
Bud Burwell and others set up gigs for 
him. Nick Blanton made him a light- 
weight travel stand. Arjuna has repaid 
the community in many ways — by giv- 
ing the dulcimer more credibility in local 
Trish circles and by inspiring other chil- 
dren to play music. (And he inspired this 
teacher to start working with children, 
which has become the most satisfying 
part of my teaching career!) 


by Karen Ashbrook 


Here’s Arjuna’a tale of his adventures 

I was very excited to be going to Ire- 
land because I wanted to know how the 
music was played across the sea. 

I discovered that all the Irish chil- 
dren knew hundreds of tunes by the 
time they reached my level. In my class, 
the teacher, Brian Friel, would play 
through a tune once at almost full 
tempo for everyone to tape. Then he 
would play one more A part and go 
around the room having each child play 
it back to him! Brian didn’t know the 
names of any of the tunes he taught. 
The school was challenging but I 
learned a lot. 

The moments I will cherish the most 
are the big evening jams that were held 
every night after school. At least 300 or 


400 people would gather and play tunes. 


It was the most complete and fullest 
sound I ever heard, like all the instru- 
ments in the world were playing. 

When the school was complete, the 
competitions were starting and I prac- 
ticed like I was playing for the president 
of the USA. The competition was held 
in a big gym. A few hundred people 
were watching so the tension was on. I 
ignored the crowd and thought of the 
music and I played the very best I could. 


Silver Spring, Maryland 


Then, I had to watch painfully all the 
other competitors. After a long wait, 
they announced the name of the win- 
ner. There was a knot in my stomach. 
To myself, I thought, “Okay, I definitely 
am not going to place better than 
third.” 

“The second place winner is ....” and 
then they said another name. 

“See,” I said to myself. 

And then they said, “The first place 
winner is Arr...j0-0-noo Ba..lar..jiii....” 
Suddenly my heart jumped up into my 
throat. And when I went to receive my 
trophy, there was nothing I could say. 


About the tune: 

Although Arjuna’s teacher did not 
know the name of this tune, Irish music 
expert Philippe Varlet identified it as 
Paddy Fahy’s Jig minus the shifting acci- 
dentals. The tune was originally written 
with B flats and B naturals and F natu- 
rals and F sharps. This could be consid- 
ered a piping or session-friendly version 
of the tune. 


Contact Karen Ashbrook at 
PO. Box 8310 
Silver Spring MD 20907 
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Jig from the Banjo Class 


A session-friendly version of Paddy Fahy’s 


Transcribed by Arjuna Balaranjan 


Feed Your Senses! 
You’ve heard about us ... 
Now come visit us. 


Our Shop hosts a variety of instruments including 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers, Banjos, 
Mandolins, Harps, Autoharps and Psalteries. 


THE OLD TIME MUSIC SHOPPE 
608 WATER ST. UNION MILLS, IN 46382 
219-767-2877 


Books, Videos and Accessories 
Many Cassettes and CD’s 


Special orders are welcome 
We accept Visa, Mastercard 
and Discover 


a delightful book of varied 
Dulcimer Music 
brought to you by the 
Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society! 


* Standard Notation 

* M.D. Tab 

* Noter Pieces 

* Chords 

* Comments 

* Hours of 
Sight-Reading 
Enjoyment 


It's finally completed: A collection of over 120 
Pieces of music arranged for both hammered 
and mountain (lap) dulcimer: HYMNS, 
CLASSICAL PIECES, OLD STANDARDS, 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS, FLAM CHARTS, 
ORIGINAL MUSIC, PLAYING AIDS, and 
MORE! All were arranged by members and 
friends of the "Off-the-Wall Dulcimer 
Society". Proceeds support dulcimer 
Workshops and other society musical events. 
Send check or money order for $14.95 plus 


$2.00 S&H to: 
David Askey 


134 E. Winding Hill Rd., 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
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Like many hammered dulcimer 
players, I taught myself because there 
weren’t any teachers around. I learned 
lap dulcimer from my mother at age 
eight and started playing the ham- 
mered dulcimer when we bought a sin- 
gle-bridged, nine-coursed instrument. 
All through high school I led an almost 
schizophrenic music life, in which I 
played music with my family at gigs 
and festivals on the weekends and then 


lived a “top forty” life of straight rock 
and roll the rest of the time. The two 


lives really had nothing to do with each 


other. For years I just played the music 
because it was something I just did as a 
hobby; I enjoyed it, but I wasn’t driven 
by it. It wasn’t until about six years ago 
that I “got the bug” and started listen- 
ing to other players and types of 
music. My style had a chance to devel- 
op without being influenced by other 
players because I tended to emulate 
other instruments rather than other 
dulcimer players. Since I had no musi- 
cal training I had no real understand- 
ing of chords, but I did feel rhythm! 
I’ve always been a strongly rhythmical 
player and still do a lot of my impro- 
vising first through rhythm, then 
through chords. 

Playing music as a child opened a lot 
of doors for me and took me to many 
places I normally wouldn’t have experi- 
enced. We met all sorts of people 
(including Tiny Tim—that was a trip!) 
and traveled all over Ohio and the sur- 
rounding states playing music for and 
with people who had a similar love for 
it. My brother and I did a lot of growing 
up on stage, sometimes being typical 
kids and having arguments, but also 
learning how much music means to 
people, and what an important part it 
plays in our everyday lives. 

I started teaching privately when I 
was twelve. I probably wasn’t much of a 
teacher when I began, but getting that 
head start has given me plenty of time 
to works out a lot of the kinks! Similarly 


to the way I learned, I encourage people 
to listen to non-dulcimer music to get a 
feel for a type of music and a strong 
sense of musicality with phrasing and 
dynamics. Most music gets its power not 
through one particular instrument, but 
through the interplay and chemistry of 
all the instruments and musicians play- 
ing off each other. One of the ideas I try 
to get people to understand about music 
is that it’s never truly “finished.” It’s in a 
constant state of evolution and growth, 
and as a teacher I give students the tools 
to express the music in a piece, and not 
just play notes and rhythms in a piece of 
music. Playing just notes and rhythms is 
a stage everyone goes through as part of 
the learning process. For a while you're 
in the “survival” mode and then you 
move beyond that. Listening to other 
types of music and other players gives 
most students an idea of how they want 
a tune to sound, and using phrasing and 
dynamics as well as arranging tech- 
niques quickly brings even the simplest 
tune to life. 


I play a traditionally-based blend of 
obscure fiddle tunes, rags, waltzes, a lit- 
tle Irish and a little classical. I’m also 
stretching my boundaries with some 
Cuban music, jazz, and some African- 
based improvisatory music. All in all, I 
tend to play in a non-traditional way 
and do a lot of rhythmical and melodic 
improvisation. At the moment I’m 
working with an artist and two other 
musicians on The Global Rivers Art 
Project. This is an art exchange between 
Russia, Ghana and Ohio, for which we 
provide a musical component with 
music from the three countries. 

My trio, The Bergmann Brothers, 
with David Rice and Bryan Thomas, 
has just released a recording featuring 
hammered dulcimer, guitar, harmonica 
and bass playing old- time and blues 
instrumentals and a few vocals. [Ed. 
Note: Reviewed in this isssue...] 


Tina Bergmann 
PO. Box 241 
Richfield OH 44286-0241 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 
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Jump in the Well My Pretty Little Miss 


Illinois/Missouri Fiddle Tune 
Arr. by Tina Bergmann 


This is a great southern fiddle tune. To really get that “fiddle feel,” stress the first and third beats of every measure. Also, for a little variation, 
try playing the B part an octave higher. 


MAIN STREET 


stablished for 17 years 


creating custom cases 
and protecting beloved 
dulcimers througout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
Sor free brochure. 
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I saw my first mountain dulcimer 
about twenty-five years ago at a crafts 
festival in Lafayette, Indiana. A classi- 
cal pianist by training and at that time a 
piano teacher by profession, I was 
always attracted by musical instruments. 
I could see that the dulcimer was well 


BOX 1104 ¢ DRIGGS, IDAHO ¢ 83422 
VOICE AND FAX @ 208-354-8636 


Award Digital 8 —16 track 


ae recording made. All the wood, Wallace Pergram, 
MERE BE Dicital editing and the dulcimer maker told me proudly, 
producer/ post-production was over 100 years old. He sat down to 
engineer M On-location recording play it and the dulcimer’s haunting tone 
available 


mesmerized me. As I stood there listen- 
ing and debating about whether or not 
to buy it, a man came up behind me and 
said to Wally, “About that dulcimer...” 
“Tl take it,” I almost shouted. And 
the rest, to quote a sage, is history. 
Wally Pergram, whom I came to know 
well, put the dulcimer in the green vel- 


SETH @ Specializing in acoustic 
AUSTEN iia 


is available 


For more information: 
Seth Austen 

PO Box 555 

Ashland, NH 03217 
(603) 968-3249 


for your 


next 


recording. 


Blue Lion - L.R. Baggs 
Dulcimer Pickup 


+ The finest amplification 
system available for the 
dulcimer 
Warm, acoustic sound 

+ Unobtrusive installation 

* Adaptable to most 
mountain 
dulcimers 


<a 


Blue Lion Musical Instruments 
4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 

(805) 438-5569 


- 


vet bag his wife had made for it, gave 
me some of his favorite picks, and with 
a few basic instructions about its care 
and feeding, sent me on my way. 

When my son, Aaron, was about 
eight years old and my daughter, Leah, 
five, I got serious about my dulcimer 
playing...so much so that I decided to 
teach them how to play. Much to my 
surprise, I found there were no instruc- 
tion books for children. Based upon 
some of the principles I used to teach 
children to play the piano, I began their 
lessons sitting in a circle on our family 
room floor. Soon we were playing and 
singing for anyone who would listen and 
it wasn’t long before we were invited to 
play at a small local festival. At that fes- 
tival was one of the managers of the 
Indiana Fiddlers Gathering, the largest, 
most prestigious traditional music festi- 
val in our area. When we came off the 
stage, he invited us to play the next 
summer in Battle Ground. “What’s the 
name of your group?” he asked. 

Until he put the question to me, it 
hadn’t occurred to me that we were a 
“group.” Before I realized it, I heard 
myself answering “The Dulcimer Cir- 
cle.” and The Dulcimer Circle we 
remained for eight years, performing at 


festivals in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, and 
Kentucky, with Hope, our youngest 
daughter, helping out with the songs. 

All the time we were performing, I 
was still teaching children to play the 
piano. As more and more people heard 
The Dulcimer Circle, I began to have 
requests for dulcimer lessons from both 
children and adults. 

I taught the dulcimer for three years 
before I decided to try to fill the void of 
dulcimer instruction books for children. 
I wrote Children’s Dulcimer Method 
which was accepted by Mel Bay Publi- 
cations. 

What is The Dulcimer Circle doing 
now? Well, we are no longer perform- 
ing. The children are grown and are 
pursuing their own careers. I am the 
Director of Development and Alumni 
Relations for the School of Nursing at 
Purdue University. I no longer teach 
music but I still write dulcimer books 
for children. Whenever we get together, 
The Dulcimer Circle still runs through 
its rather extensive repertoire. We may 
no longer be performers, but we will 
always be dulcimer players. 


Mara Wasburn 
W Lafayette, Indiana 
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Az Der Rebbe Tanzt 


Tune DAC Moderate Eastern Europe — Yiddish 


- be tanzt, 


As the Rabbi dances, all his followers dance. 


from Easy Dulcimer Solos * Me/ Bay Publications « Used with permission 


Because I write dulcimer books for children, it seemed it had been sung in her family for generations by women who 
appropriate that I choose an arrangement of a children’s were putting their children to sleep. There are so many vers- 
song. This particular children’s song is an old one, which is es, so the story goes in my family, that by the time the last 
included in my book Easy Dulcimer Solos. 1 don’t know exact- __ verse is reached ... the one about sleeping ... the children are 
ly how old it is, but I do know that my Aunt Sarah sang it to not awake to hear it! 
me, her mother sang it to her, and my grandmother said that 


(616) 853-6371 Mountain 


D IM 
ayjood And Soy, DULC fun AER 


Jeannie Tomanica One hour twenty minute VHS color video 

8250 Mt. Garfield shows all the steps in making a beautiful 

Jy eis Mi 49448 hourglass style Mt. dulcimer, including 
2 the mould, bending sides, laying out 
mmermaX™* fretboards, inlaying pearl, finishing, etc. 
Includes plans and sources of materials. 


$39 onions i. A.) 
Burl F. Updyke 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE RR#3, Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 


L http://wworks.corny~—BurlU 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 
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The (WA (0 


by Sally Whytehead 
Southcrest, Redditch, England 


CWA stands for Cimbalom World 
Association. It is an international orga- 
nization devoted to the (hammered 
style) dulcimer in all its 
forms—from cimbalom to 
yanggin, tsymbaly and so on. 
Every two years the Associa- 
tion meets in a different coun- 
try. Previous congresses have 
been held in Hungary, the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. 
Last October I went to my 
third congress, in Belarus. 
Belarus is one of the former 
Russian States, just northwest 
of Ukraine, northeast of 
Poland. It is close to the bor- 
der town of Chernobyl, and 
was one of the countries most 
affected by the Chernobyl dis- 
aster. It is a poor country, 
struggling to adapt to the new 
political scene in Eastern 
Europe. 

But Belarus was eager and 
proud to host the Fourth 
World Cimbalom Congress. 
The Belarussian dulcimer or 
Tsymbaly is their national 
instrument. Instruments are 
factory produced, and chil- 
dren learn to play from a very 
young age. By the time these 
children are in their teens, they are pro- 
ficient players, and many become highly 
skilled. As well as solo performances, 
many popular Russian classics are 
arranged and played by groups of six to 
ten players. 

For us visitors to the country, it was a 
totally different world. Although these 
people have to struggle for basic neces- 
sities, they have a warmth and friendli- 
ness that is hard to beat. As each 
concert ended, swarms of young people 
headed onto the stage to look at and try 
out a different type of dulcimer. I don’t 


suppose they meet many foreigners. 
These youngsters were music stu- 
dents, and each one wanted to collect a 
set of autographs of all the performers— 
very flattering! Echoing this youth tradi- 
tion, the Chinese delegation consisted 


A young Chinese player concentrates on her solo performance. 


mainly of younger players from the age 
of five upwards. Their rapt concentra- 
tion and clear involvement in the music 
was a joy to see. In Chinese culture the 
dulcimer (yangqin) also has a premier 
place. It is used as a solo instrument, 
and as part of classical Chinese orches- 
tras. The players start young, and the 
teaching system produces players of 
virtuosic skill by late teens. 

In Eastern Europe, too, where the 
serious cimbalom players are trying to 
develop the instrument away from a 
purely folk and Gypsy music image, 


fin Belarus 


many young people are studying for- 
mally in music schools. It was good to 
see all ages and nationalities brought 
together by the love of the dulcimer 
family of instruments. Each country 
brought fresh insights to the instrument. 
As well as completely differ- 
ent cultural styles, it was an 
eye-opener to see different 
playing techniques which 
had developed independent- 
ly. The Belarussians, for 
example, use graceful move- 
ments to keep in time and 
produce a consistent sound. 
They have short sticks held 
between the forefingers with 
a closed grip. The Chinese 
use long, flexible, bamboo 
sticks which allow them to 
pluck, hammer, do impres- 
sive rolls, and sweep across 
a range of notes. As for new 
ideas, the Chinese professor 
had a twinkle in his eye 
when he used a ring to pro- 
duce a “bottleneck” effect. 
The cimbalom hammers are 
long, not as flexible as the 
Chinese, and are covered in 
cotton wool. Plucking, a 
variety of rolls, harmonics, 
and damping with the hand 
or mechanically are all com- 
mon techniques. 

It was also good to see 
how much new music is being written 
for the dulcimer. Most of this new 
music is quite accessible and enjoyable 
to listen to. I was particularly taken with 
Gillian Alcock’s “Coniston Water.” This 
is a thematic piece, and you can hear 
the rain on the lake in the music. The 
German delegation from the Munich 
Conservatoire also played quite a few 
modern pieces. 

From the Western cultures, there 
were representatives from Australia, 
UK, the USA, Switzerland, Germany, 
and Belgium. In most of these cultures 


the instrument is mainly used for folk 
music, and is not widely known outside 
folk circles. Sadly, the US delegation 
consisted of only one person, who 
admittedly was a pretty good represen- 
tative - Paul Gifford. Paul did a fasci- 
nating talk on the development of the 
dulcimer in the US and included musi- 
cal and pictorial illustrations from our 
many immigrant cultures. 

For me, the best part was being able 
to talk to some of the greatest dulcimer 
players in the world and find out more 
about the playing of the dulcimer in 
their countries, together with the 
shared musical experience of playing 
together. Again on this trip, I made 
many new friends and have some won- 
derful memories to bring back. This is a 
trip that I will continue to make come 
hell or high water. The rotating host 
counties make each trip unique and 
special in its own right. Some people 


you see again each time, others can only 


come once. The next congress will be in 
China in 1999 and I plan to be there. In 


2001 it will be 
coming to the UK 
—and I am orga- 
nizing it! I am 
already starting to 
plan for it. We are 
hoping that the 
US delegation will 
be bigger by then! 

For those of 
you who are inter- 
ested in joining 
the CWA, which 
produces a 
newsletter several 
times a year, and 
acts as a contact 
point for dulcimer 
players and makers world-wide, you can 
write to: Victoria Herencsar, H-1576 
Budapest, Pf. 77, Hungary. Tel/Fax 00 
361 2526962. Membership is $20 US a 
year. Please add a few dollars to cover 
bank charges. If you want to keep in 
touch with events in the UK you can 
contact me. 


A young Belarussian ensemble. 


Sally Whytehead 

19 Ivor Road 

Redditch, B97 4PF, UK 
Telephone: 01527 401040 
email: sally@ftel.co.uk. 
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Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. Box #8, Highway 32 
Cosby, Tennessee 37722 
Phone: (423) 487-5543 


KEQLKAHQKAKAKEQKAKAQAQLKAQLKAES 


SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE FOLK AND HOMEMADE MUSIC WORLDS 


@ HAMMERED & MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS @© 
BOWED & PLUCKED PSALTERIES 


Specializing in handcrafted folk instruments and everything for them -- 


FINISHED INSTRUMENTS, KITS, BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES, CASES, 
ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, RECORDINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, 
FOLK TOYS AND A VARIETY OF HAND CRAFTS. 


Our catalog offers a uniquely diverse selection for your musical needs. 


BSSESSE|_ Catalog $1.00 -- Refundable with first order |SCBGCOGGS 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 


HLRAKRKAKLKAKAQAKLKAKAKAKAKEQARARA 


DULCIMER 


Dedicated to providing information & instruction to dulcimer 
lovers! Every issue of The Dulcimer Times contains complete 
coverage of the lap and hammered dulcimer community! 


panel § 
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<a Subscribe Today! 
Get the magazine that won the 1997 Communicator Print Media Award! 
4 Issues Just t $21%"! 


Phone Orders: 740-388-6464 © Fax: 740-388-9699 
Email: orders@dulcimertimes.com 
US Mail: Upcreek Pcattitet Inc. 1513 Upcreek Rd., Bidwell, OH 45614 
(Visa and Mastercard accepted!) 


nt ae ee Canada and Mexico: $35® All other countries: $54#. 
orders must be prepaid in US dollars, or charged to Visa or Mastercard. Issues are shipped via air delivery. 
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Make Time For A: 


NIGHT CAP 


A newly released recording 
Produced by Lorinda Jones 
An eclectic blend of Celtic, Bluegrass, Folk, and 
Classical instrumental sounds on 19 selections 
including Carolan's Ramble, Wild Mountain 
Thyme, Traumerie, O’ Danny Boy, Rock-a-Bye, 
Cradle Song, Road to Lisdoonvarna, Carolan's 
Draught, Annie Laurie, Blind Mary, and more. 


Perlormed on Celtic Harp, Min. Dulcimer, Oboe, Autcharp, Tin 
Whistle, Flute, Bowed Psaltery, English Hern, and Recorder, along with 
Ginger Harden on Mandolin, Fiddle, H.dulcimer, Piano, Bodhran, 

Bass, and Bones, and Dave McKellep and Rex Wiseman on Guitar. 


To order: Send check payable to Lorinda Jones, 
POBox 123, Rineyville, Ky 40162, $16.50-CD, 
$11.50-Cassette (includes s&h) 

e-mail: losnotes@ekx.infi.net 
| 
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9@ Easy Arrangements ... 
for the 


Hammered Dulcimer 
(book and accompanying tape) 


by Bernie Stolls 


Af wealth of popular reels, jigs, waltzes, etc., 
for the beginning player as well as lots of 
challenging arrangements for the intermediate 
player. 


... Complete music notation with chords 
... Easy-to-use tablature 
. Nearly 98 minutes of taped music 


.. Each tune played slowly, then up-to-tempo 
.. Techniques explained and demonstrated 


Book & Tape-$25.88, Postage & Handling-$2.58 

Send check and mailing info. (please print) to: 

Bernie Stolis, 114 Celia Drive, Jericho, NY 11753 
Inquiries: (516)433-4192 day or evening 


from Shelley Stevens 
author of Mel Bay's 
"O'Carolan Harp Tunes for the Mountain Dulcimer” 


31 classical tunes arranged in 


for the lap dulcimer. 
Bach, Chopin, Hayden 
Beethoven Mozart 
Tchaikovsky, Debussy 
Handel, Brahms, ana 


Send Check or money order to: 
Shelley Stevens, 643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
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Simon Chrisman 


by Rick Fogel 
Seattle, Washington 


Simon Chrisman of Bainbridge 
Island, Washington, is an exceptional, 
sixteen-year-old hammer dulcimer play- 
er. When asked what got him started 
and what keeps him going he said, “It 
sounds nice and it’s fun.” This comes 
through in his playing. After listening to 
the album Shakin’ Down The Acorns by 
Tony Elman for two months, Simon got 
his first dulcimer from me in 1990. 
After a few years he acquired a Wham- 
diddle 5-Octave and has been perform- 
ing solo and with others as well as 
teaching private students. He won a tal- 
ent contest where the prize money was 


Advanced class. 


he will. 
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given to me, his teacher, for lessons. 
Last year, Simon received a Youth 
Scholarship to Spring Dulcimer Week 
at Augusta and helped to teach in the 


Now that Simon has finished high 
school by home schooling, he enjoys 
biking and traveling. He biked around 
New Zealand this past August. 

Steve Schneider called Simon a 
“natural musician with a great ear.” 
Simon has been a real joy to work 
with. He has looseness, confidence 
to improvise, the motivation to 
practice, and he makes time to do 
so. He says, “I would like to make 
my living from music” and I’m sure 
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Has a new free catalog of hammered 
dulcimer, celtic harp, and other music of 
selected artists, from travels on the 
Renaissance Faire circuit. Included are 


only in their home areas. 
Presented here are some outstanding per- 
albums. Each album, in the catalog, is 


reviewed for content, artistic ability, qual- 
ity, and running time. 


Joe Jewell & SeatherStone will be at the Ozark Folk Center in Mtn.| 
| View Ark., in April; Ireland 5/6 - 6/6/98; CO Ren. Faire 6/13 - 8/2/98; | 
| NY Ren Faire 8/8 - 9/20/98; KC Ren. Faire 9/26 - 10/11/98; & the 

Texas Ren. Faire 10/24 - 11/15/98. 


itinerant musicians & performers known ; 


formers with diverse and very listenable | 


FeatherStoneMusic, H.C. 73, Box 441, Mountain View, AR 72560 
Phone (870) 269-5278--Fax (870) 269-5063 E-mail jjewell@featherstonemusic.com 
Visit us on the internet at WWW.featherstonemusic.com 


Featured this issue 
Jim Lillquist and the 
Gypsy Guerrilla Band 


. “Mr. percussion” 
Jim studied drum tech- 
nique for 7 years before 
turning to the hammered 
dulcimer. He is a dynam- 
ic player and a master of 
vibrato and 
rhythms. 
Jim &Joyce Lillquist & 
their band, have been 
playing at Renaissance 


Eastern 


Faires for over 15 years. They have many recordings to 
their credit, including 2 Mid-Eastern albums that show- 


| case Jim’s style of playing and are a must for players 


trying to expand their repertoire. 


Chomasina F 


A headturning performance...Rock 'N’ Reel 


"A Peaceful Storm" 
A Mountain Dulcimer Journey Through 
Songs and Instrumentals 


Thomasina also appears on 
December's Hearth 
a WIZMAK Holiday Gathering 


also for children “Let's Pretend" 
Available on WIZMAK tapes and CDs 
at your local record store or call 
1-€00-53¢-5676 


www.scoutserv.com/indie/wiztnak 


Davio's DULCIMERS 


since 1978 


Fine Hand-crafted 


Hammer Dulcimers 
by David Lindsey 


Full Size Hammer Dulcimers 
designed for low sustain and a 
powerful dynamic sound 


Played by Bill Spence, Cathy Barton 
Para, Rick Thum, Dana Hamilton, 
and other professionals. 


Call or Write for Free Information 
12125 Hudson Drive 
Alvarado, Texas 76009 
(817) 473-9880 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 
from Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. You'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 
walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6-11 price for each. Call or write for our complete 
supply list. Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer and Bowed Psaltery! 


DULCIMER BACKS DULCIMER TUNING PEGS 
Dimensions 7* x 32" x 1/8" for 1 pe MACHINE HEADS - individuals with screws, for horizontal mounting, 


8" x 32" x 1/8" for 2 pe (two 4" pes) white plastic button 
Item # 1-5 6-11 12&up 3024 Setof4 .. $7.75 3026 49-144 $1.50 ea. 
501 Cherry 1 pe 8.55 8.15 7.30 3025 5-48 .. $1.65 ea 3027 145 &up...... $1.30 ea. 
502 Cherry 2 pc 8.55 8.15 7.30 
503 Walnut 1 0 ..........s0 8.95 850 7.65 GROVER “PERMA-TENSION" (Set of 4) 
504 Walnut 2 pe 8.95 8.50 7.65 3030 (1 Set) $34.50 (2-5) $27.60 (6 & up) $20.75 
505 — Hond. Mahogany 1 pe 8.80 835 7.50 Specify Pearloid or Rosewood Buttons 
S10 CuryMaple pe... 250 ran 107 FRCTONPEO hove 
512 Padauk 2 pc... 10.90 10.35 9.30 Paces f 

STEWART -MACDONALD FIVE-STAR DULCIMER PEGS 

SOUNDBOARDS Pearloid button (Set of 4) 
Dimensions 8" x 32° x 1/8" for 2 pe (two 4" pes) 3065 (1 Set)$75.00 (2 & up) $59.95 
Sitka Spruce and W.R. Cedar are vertical grain 
aH ry ahaa DO neerresennnncis an ki . pes STRINGS Bulk Packed (Combine Sizes for Best Discount) 

Cedar 2 pc ; a e 
555 Buttemut 2 pc... 1120 1065 955 Plain Sizes .009-.013 Wound Sizes .020 - .026 

Plain Sizes Wound Sizes 
DULCIMER SIDE SETS 1-12 Stings S0ea 1.25 6a. 
Di 13-48 Strings 35 ea. 1.15 ea 
mensions 2" x 32" x 1/10" (2 pes) 
601 Chenry... 370 35 315 “au 30 en 90 ¢8 
602 Walnut ........ 3.90 370 335 - SPECIFY | BALL OR LOOP END — 
603 Hond. Mahogany... 380 365 325 
605 Curly Maple .. 625 595 535 FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-silver, Pre-straightened, 2' lengths 
607 = Padauk ...... . 4.85 4.60 4.15 4090 per foot : 1.00 
5000 1/4 Ib. (about 19’) .... 9.95 

FINGERBOARDS 5010 1b. 29.75 
Dimensions 3/4" x 32" x 1 1/2" 
650 ChEMY aresone 870 825 745 DULCIMER CASES 
Cot Walnut 9.10 865 7.75 CHIPBOARD (Lozenge Shape) fits both hourglass and teardrop styles 
652 Hond. Mahogany . 8.95 8.50 7.65 ( pe) ga P styl 


39" x 4" , 8" tapering to 5° width 
5017 (1) $34.95 (2) $29.70 ea. (3-5) $24.45 ea. (6 & up) $17.48 ea 


HARDSHELL 39" x 8" x 4" 
5020 (1) $130.00 (2) $100.00 ea. (3 & up) $65.00 ea 


Clear Maple 8.20 


657 


pa apa be eaten TS CARRYING BAG 42" x 8" Cordura fabric, padded, lined. Has shoulder 
(18 fret slots ich: 6-1/2 Strap, lene, poonracteeeory pocket 
Fret scale is 27") $2.00"ingerboard 5051 (1) $80.00 (2) $56.00 ea. (3 & up) $42.00 ea. 
DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS DULCIMER PICKS Large triangle 
(copper plated) (use with ball end strings) 5070 Pkg. Of 5 esssneu. 1.90 5080 Pkg.of 144... 29.00 
4085 Set Of 4 vase 40 4087 Pkg. of 250 ao org Te _ meee 
4086 Pkg. of 50 2.50 4088 Pkg. of 500 15.00 (1-2) .80¢ea (3-5) .64ea. (6-11). 58ea. (12 & up) 50 ea. 
DELRIN PLASTIC NUT AND BRIDGE STOCK 
700 1/8" thick x 7/16" x 12° $2.50pertt,  ZITHER TUNING PINS Nickel plated 3/16" x 1 1/2" 

11002 each... 30 11020 Pkg. of 500 ............ 90.00 
POSITION MARKERS 11000 Pkg. of 50... 12.50 11030 Pkg. of 1000........... 150.00 
900 Abalone Dots (6 MM) 60e0a, 11010 Pkg. of 250 .... 55.00 
991 Mother of Pearl Dots (6 MM) 50 ea 

HITCH PINS Nickel plated 1/8" X 1 1/4" long 
DULCIMER PEG HEADS 13080 Pkg. of 50 .......... 10.00 13082 Pkg. of 500 ....... 60.00 
Dimensions 1 1/2" x 3° x 8" for 1 pc Circle: 1 pe or 2 pe 13081 Pkg. of 250 ........ 40.00 13083 Pkg. of 1000 90.00 

11/2° x3 x8" er. pes) 

750 Cherry .. 495 470 425 TUNING WRENCHES fea 241 12&up 
751 Walnut .. 7 5.25 5.00 4.50 49960 L-shaped 500 425 350 
752 Hond. Mahogany .... 5.15 490 440 40970 T-starhead 1050 850 6.50 
754 — Curly Maple ......... 785 7.25 6.55 410065 COCK KEY eevecsecnnniinemmn 900 250 200 


756 Padauk ......... 6.70 5.75 


DULCIMER TAIL BLOCKS SHIPPING — Most orders shipped via UPS. Please include 


Dimensions 2" x 1 1/2" x 3" your street address with order (no P.O. Boxes). Charges are as 
850 Cherry .. 225 210 190 — follows: 

851 = Walnut .. ria tennetuy 2.30 2.20 1,95 Orders up to $25.00 add $5.00 for shipping 

852 Hond. Mahogany 2.30 2.15 1.95 from $26.00 - $50.00 add $7.50 for shipping 

853 Clear Maple .. 2.15 2.05 1.80 from $51.00 - $99.00 add $10.00 for shipping 

855 Curly Maple 275 2.60 2.35 $100.00 and Up: Add 10% to the total order 

857 Padauk 2.65 2.55 2.30 


Prices eer specifications subject to change without notice. 
Please call for current information before ordering. 


FolkcrarU Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 


[IpshumenG TOLL FREE 800-433-3655 


We accept VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER 
For the latest information about books, recordings and accessories, 
check out our Web Site: www.folkcraft.com 


by Jan Crum 


This is the first of a series on how 
the dulcimer came into our lives. If 
you'd like to share your initial adven- 
ture, please drop a note to Janet Crum, 
3 Washington Avenue, Titusville, NJ 
08560. 

Enchanting! Fascinating! Haunting! 
Hooked! These words seem to fit that 
first encounter with a dulcimer. Here 
are some of the close encounters you 
have shared... 

Phyllis Lorentz of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan says, “I have always loved 
music, but as a child was never able to 
take lessons, so never learned to read 
music. I live about an hour from Ship- 
shewana, Indiana, where I found a won- 
derful store called Simple Sounds and 
the mountain dulcimer. I heard one song 
and was hopelessly hooked. I bought a 
McSpadden and now also have a back- 
packer. (Both of them I play every day.) 

“T especially enjoy my dulcimers 
because in 1991, I was in an auto acci- 
dent that left me visually impaired, but I 
can still play my music. Winters can be 
long and cold here and my dulcimers 
brought me a lot of entertainment dur- 
ing my recuperation from a kidney 
transplant. Everyone should have the 
opportunity to learn to play one of 
these beautiful instruments.” 

Spencer Whittington from Olney, 
Maryland, shares this: “In the summer 
of 1986, my wife and I went to an arts 
and crafts show in Gaithersburg. While 
strolling past the various vendors, we 
came upon a booth operated by Bill 
Walker of Green River Dulcimers. This 
was the first time I had ever seen a ham- 
mered dulcimer (or heard the name.) 
Bill said I could buy one already built or 
buy a kit and build it myself. I asked Bill 
to play so I could hear how it sounded. 
He picked up a pair of hammers and hit 
a few strings. That was it...I] was hooked. 
Several weeks later I ordered my ham- 
mered dulcimer kit. 


Tripping Down Memory Lane 


“About four years ago, Bill Walker 
died tragically. I still have my Green 
River dulcimer and, even though now I 
play a different model, it reminds me of 
Bill who introduced me to this wonder- 
ful instrument. It is in perfect playing 
condition and still has a lot of tunes left 
in it.” 

From Longmont, Colorado, Dr. 
James Dinnebeck relates: “I first 
heard the dulcimer about four years ago 
at a concert. The performer was Rich 
Mullins, an award-winning contempo- 
rary Christian artist, who played ham- 
mered dulcimer during several songs. 
His partner, Beaker, often played 
mountain dulcimer backup. After see- 
ing the dulcimers in action, I was 
intrigued by their sound and appear- 
ance. Within a year, I purchased my 
mountain dulcimer from the Dulcimer 
Factory. Although I seldom have time 
to play, I remain intrigued with the 
instrument and the artists.” 

Television has captured enthusiasts, 
also. Donna Marie Campbell of New 
Albany, Indiana, writes, “A television 
episode of ‘The Waltons’ was my first 
exposure to the lap dulcimer. As John- 
Boy played on that episode, something 
deep within me longed to hear more 
from the strange instrument with haunt- 
ing, mellow tones. There was no further 
exposure for years, but I kept the sound 
tucked inside. 

“Then at Progenies Park, Louisville, 
Kentucky, I heard those sounds. Notes 
rang out and swirled around me like the 
aromas of a favorite supper, beckoning 
me to ‘come home’. I play flute, 12- 
string guitar, percussion, etc., all of 
which provided a wonderful musical 
foundation. In the days of Jimi Hendrix, 
Blood, Sweat & Tears, etc. I was the 
‘odd (wo)-man’ out, preferring the 
sounds of Peter, Paul & Mary and John 
Denver. But the sounds of dulcimers 
gave my musical soul a home! 

“T’ve since learned about Jean 
Ritchie, Maddie MacNeil, Sara 
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Johnson — now a friend and mentor 
whose gentleness and musicality has 
helped me. 

“Other things I’ve seen and heard 
have made me think, “We’re not in 
Kansas anymore’! But I honestly must 
say that when I play my dulcimers (both 
hammered and lap), my heart sighs and 
thinks... “There’s no place like home’! 
Also, I’ve learned that generations ago, 
my relatives played this music in the 
Ashland, Kentucky, and Dayton- 
Northridge, Ohio, areas —what a 
thrill!” 

What a great time hearing about how 
the dulcimer captured each of you! 
Thanks to all the friends who have 
tripped down memory lane to con- 
tribute their first encounter of the melo- 
dious kind! 


SUS 


Music for All Ages 
Appalachian ¢ Folk 
| Traditional ¢ Country 


Gospel 


Our music is inspired by 
the past, played today, and 
preserved for tomorrow! 


Contact us for your 
festivals, fairs, and 
special events. 


From One Time To Another 


Don't This Road Look Rough and Rocky, 
The Water is Wide, Midnight on the Water, 
Grandma's Dulcimore, I'll Fly Away, Bury Me 
Beneath the Willow, Banks of the Ohio, Black 
Waters, Black Mountain Rag/Old Joe Clark 
Medley, In the Pines, You are Love, The Coo 
Coo, East Virginia, Will the Circle Be Unbroken 


Vocals and Instrumentals 


To order send $10.00 plus 
$1.50 shipping to: 
Sunset Dawn,4534 Forest Avenue, 
Cincinnati, OH 45212 
or call 513-531-8772 
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The Sound Belongs in the Attic 


by Amy Dennison-Tansey 


For sixteen years, since 1981, Arts 
Unlimited has brought students, teach- 
ers and great works of art together in a 
comprehensive program emphasizing 
the aesthetics inherent in 
each specific work stud- 
ied. Housed at Bowling 
Green State University in 
Northwest Ohio, this 
institute has enabled 
thousands of students in 
both rural farm areas and 
urban school districts to 
experience live theater, 
dance, and visits to the 
world-famous Toledo 
Museum of Art. Music 
opportunities have been 
as diverse as commis- 
sioned electronic music 
and Baroque violin works. 
Arts Unlimited has 
explored the classical 
Western arts, folk arts 
from a variety of world cultures, and con- 
troversial contemporary pieces as well as 
works several thousand years old. 

Each year a specific work or genre is 
chosen in each of the four art forms — 
music, theater, dance and visual arts. 
That work becomes the “textbook” for 
an intensive study that can take up to a 
full year. The year begins in June when 
teachers spend one week exploring the 
four works of art. Arts Unlimited begins 
with a presentation of each of the works 
—with no preparation. During the 
week, “teaching artists” (artist/teachers 
in each discipline who connect the 
learner to the work of art) explore the 
chosen piece with the teachers in a five- 
step process that involves observation, 
perception, connection, creation or 
recreation, and reflection. Near the 
conclusion of the week, the learners 


view the works again. At this second 
performance, participants can assess 
how their aesthetic perception of the 
work of art has deepened, based on 
their week of study. 

The second part of the program 


occurs during the school year when the 
works of art are brought to the students. 
Teachers choose two works of art to 
study with their class. A teaching artist 
and teachers from each school come 
together to design lessons and classes 
where both contribute to the learning 
process. The teaching artist visits each 
class of students three times. The culmi- 
nation occurs when the students attend 
the performance (in school or field trip) 
or visit the Museum. 

In 1996 the music selected for study 
was traditional folk music, sung and per- 
formed on hammered and mountain dul- 
cimers by Maddie MacNeil. As a teaching 
artist, amateur dulcimer player, and for- 
mer student of Maddie’s, I found it both a 
challenge and a privilege to interact with 
this special music in a new way. 

What are the aesthetics of folk 


music? Our intent was not to make dul- 
cimer players of all the teachers. 
Instead, we focused on several impor- 
tant points that encompassed both a 
humanities and a musical perspective, 
as well as personal reflections on the 
music. We explored the 
music in many active ways. 
Teachers sang, strummed 
the mountain dulcimer and 
played other simple Ameri- 
can folk instruments. We 
created folk songs from the 
current newspaper head- 
lines (the burning of 
churches in the South was 
the basis for several stirring 
new folk songs) and traced 
the Medieval folk tune 
“Nonesuch” both stylistical- 
ly and historically. The 
highlight of the week was 
the intensive session with 
Maddie at each of the three 
institute sites. She 
explained the workings and 
demonstrated the hammered dulcimer, 
and shared her abilities as a gifted 
teacher, encouraging and creating glori- 
ous part-singing from the teachers. 
These experiences helped teachers dis- 
cover the aesthetic dimensions to folk 
music, including the following thoughts. 


@ Folk music embodies the 
performer/creator. 

@ The sounds evoke personal feelings 
from each listener. 

@ Folk music belongs to everyone. 

@ Folk music is intertwined with the 
history of mankind. 


Many teachers chose this art form to 
work with, not only because of the 
beauty and joy that Maddie MacNeil 
and her music brought to the teachers, 
but also for the exciting connections 
that American folk music could bring to 


the classroom. In the fall, the music 
teaching artists began our work in the 
schools through residencies involving 
designing lessons with the teachers, vis- 
its to the schools, and the performance. 
I worked with twenty-nine classes of 
students ranging from preschool 
through 6th grade. The activities paral- 
leled the experiences the teachers had 
in the summer, but also included mak- 
ing simple folk instruments using recy- 
cled materials found at home. Many 
students designed highly original instru- 
ments that reflected some aspect of 
their life and interests. During the resi- 
dencies, which took about eight weeks, 
we visited each class three times. Dur- 
ing the residency, Maddie also visited 
each school or area and performed for 
the students involved in the program. 
The comprehensive nature of the pro- 
gram allows for in-depth experience, 
including active participation, attending 
a performance, and follow-up to the 
performance. 

After the students heard the perfor- 
mance by Maddie, I asked them ques- 
tions, focusing in on the sound of the 
hammered dulcimer, which is so unusu- 
al and captivating. When asked to 
describe the sound, students offered 
such feelings as relaxed, soothing, quiet, 
sleepy, proud and happy. When asked 
what surprised them about the concert, 
responses included how she knew what 
strings to hit, the size of the instrument, 
how fast she played, how the hammers 
bounced and why she didn’t have to 
look at her hands. When I asked them 
to imagine where the sound should be 
heard, suggestions included a castle, a 
garden, a tropical rain forest, the planet 
Pluto, in the middle of a snowstorm, 
heaven, lying on a bale of hay, and my 
favorite, in a dusty attic! We discussed 
those powerful images. Images are an 
important tool in the work of aesthetic 
education. Metaphors and images help 
connect that which we know to that 
which can help us know more. 

The teachers gave us feedback. One 
mentioned how healthy it was for stu- 
dents to hear soft sounds. So much 
noise pollution surrounds us in our 
everyday life, that the dulcimer sounds 
and pure folk singing seem very thera- 
peutic not only to our ears, but to our 
souls. The simplicity of the experience 


is also something rare for children these 
days. With the emphasis on technology 
in the classroom, and the advanced 
electronic toys kids have, although the 
acoustic profile of the dulcimer appears 
to be obsolete, it was nevertheless very 
intriguing to the students. 

It is important for people to experi- 
ence the active process of music, 
whether it be through singing, playing 
an instrument, or composing music. But 
we must not neglect the listening per- 
spective of music. Music is an aural art 
and the more we as performers and 
devotees of the dulcimer and its music 
can find ways to connect the experience 
to the listeners around us, the more 
meaningful it will be for all of us. 


About the Author 

Amy Dennison-Iansey is a freelance 
musician and teacher in the Cincinnati 
area. She has been a teaching artist for 
Arts Unlimited since 1986. She is an 
oboist as well as a dulcimer player. She 
has used the dulcimer with all ages from 
preschool through nursing home resi- 
dents. Ms. Dennison-Tansey is the co- 
author of One Voice: Music and Stories 
in the Classroom (Libraries Unlimited, 
Teacher Ideas Press, Englewood Col- 
orado, 1995). 


Amy Dennison-Tansey 

1010 Neeb Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45233 

513/922-3265 B 
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Pan “Dieimer pickups 


I.M.Rotiph 


P.O.Box 259 Phone 
Melbourne, KY 606-731 -' 
ZIP 41059 mM ' 


Sturdy, inexpensive full-sized dulcimers 
for schools and beginners, $44—$54. 
Solid wood fretboard, geared tuners, 
painted corrugated soundbox. Extra 
strings, rainbag, playing manual 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


Precut dulcimer kits for novice builders, 
frets installed, two-hour assembly with 
no sharp or unusual tools. Age 10 to 
adult. $29-$44. 20,000 sold! 


Group and School Discounts Available 


Books for beginners and their teachers: 
Meet the Friendly Dulcimer, the basics 
Easy as 123, 50 tunes, ages 8—adult 
The Mt. Dulcimer, for music teachers 


NEW! by Lois Hornbostel: 
The Classroom Dulcimer ages 10—adult 


Backyard Music, PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 03652-0047 or call 
203-281-4515 from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


“Winters Passage 


O<PI >—-DOrO 
O<PxI >—-DOrO 


Midwest Hammer Dulcimer Champion 
and international recording artist & per- 
former Gloria Hays presents her 6th 
recording on IRIE music: 
WINTERS PASSAGE 
Traditional and original instrumental 
hammer dulcimer music 


“creates the feeling of cold snow & 
warm fire.” ~ Sights & Sounds 


“_..flows with such a clear sound...at the 
top of my list of Christmas recordings.” 
~ Dirty Linen 


To order Winters Passage or for info on 
performances or other recordings contact: 
IRIE Music ¢ Rt. 2, Box 2268 
Soldiers Grove, WI 54655 
1-800-998-IRIE (4743) 
Winters Passage: Send $15 (CD) or $10 
(cassette) plus $2 postage and handling 


See the feature story on Gloria in this issue 


by Steve Schneider 


Contrast is the Key (continued) 


n my previous article, I discussed 
the importance of contrast in 
music and communication. This 
can be achieved by manipulating 
various elements of music, 
including dynamics (soft vs. loud), 
tempo (slow vs. fast), register (low vs. 
high), tonality (the key), harmony 
(major vs. minor and many more con- 
siderations), orchestration and instru- 
mentation, and phrasing and 
articulation, among others. There are 
endless ways to shade and color our 
music, some of which are more subtle 
than others. 

One of the more essential contrasts is 
the application of graduated dynamics, 
from very, very soft, to very, very, loud. 
Many dulcimer players (and this is true 
for both hammered and fretted), seem to 
have only one or two dynamics —usually 
soft or loud without much variation. For 
my ears, much of the beauty of the dul- 
cimer is its wide range of dynamic possi- 
bilities. This allows the player to present 
his/her music more dynamically and dra- 
matically just by using different degrees of 
the dynamic spectrum. But how to apply 
this if you don’t already do it “naturally?” 

In order to incorporate a new tech- 
nique to your repertoire, such as apply- 
ing dynamic shading to your playing, 
you may have to apply it artificially and 
mechanically at first. To a certain 
degree, this is what practice is all about. 
Only after you’ve mastered the gestures 
and the concepts in a practical way can 
you then incorporate them into your 
music. I need to assume that the reader 
knows what scales and arpeggios are 
and how to play them. It’s way beyond 
the scope of this article to cover this, so 
if you’re in the dark about it, do your- 
self a huge favor and find out. Get a 
teacher, snag a player, ask your Aunt 
Flo, get on the internet—just find out. 
Scale and arpeggio practice is the back- 
bone of musical fluency. 


The Art of Performing 


With this in mind, you can begin by 
practicing your scales and arpeggios 
with a systematic and conscious use of 
dynamic shading. For example, let’s 
begin with a D major scale and arpeg- 
gio. Before you play the first note of the 
scale, ask yourself how loud you want to 
play it. Then decide how you're going to 
apply different levels of dynamics. Start 
by playing very soft, and gradually get 
louder as you approach the high D. 
Each note should get successively loud- 
er as you get closer to the high D, and 
the listener should be able to both hear 
and see the energy rising in your play- 
ing. Your first notes, intentionally 
wimpy and quiet, should be played with 
a very different gesture from the high 
D. I play softer notes by “placing” the 
hammer on the string with absolutely 
no snap of the wrist. In contrast, I play 
the louder notes by raising my hand a 
bit higher to more fully utilize gravity, 
vigorously snapping my wrist and whip- 
ping the hammer onto the string. I’m 
aware of the relationship between the 
degree of energy I put into the hammer 
strike and the volume that I want to 
achieve. Descending from the high D 
we practice the opposite effect by get- 
ting progressively softer until we hit 
bottom, where we play our softest. This 
gives the effect of a surge or a wave, ris- 
ing and falling like a bell curve. When 
you do this effectively, your audience 
will ever so slightly rise up out of their 
seats as you ascend, and then gently 
come down again as you descend. 

Scale and arpeggio practice doesn’t 
have to be dull and boring. On the con- 
trary, it could be the most exciting part 
of your day (or life, for that matter—it 
sort of depends on what kind of life you 
lead). You can challenge yourself to 
vary the use of dynamics. For example, 
in contrast to the rising and falling 
dynamics in scales and arpeggios, you 
can start loud, get softer as you ascend, 
and then get louder as you come back 
down to your starting note. You can 
practice all loud going up and all soft 
coming down. You can play the right 
hand loud and the left hand soft, or vice 
versa. Practice snapping only the first 
beat of each measure, and unsnapping 
all other notes. You can play the right 


hand loud going up, and the left hand 
loud coming down. You can also prac- 
tice with right or left hand only, which 
could enable you to practice while you 
do chores such as making dinner. Just 
remember to snap your wrist for the 
louder notes, and don’t practice this too 
often near loved ones or your dog 
(unless she’s deaf). Don’t say I didn’t 
warn you. 

Play your scales and arpeggios in dif- 
ferent meters (4/4 for scales, 3/4 for 
arpeggios) and a consciously assigned 
tempo. This helps to shorten the gap 
between your exercises and “real” 
music. The more musically you can play 
your exercises, the more musical your 
playing will automatically be when you 
incorporate them into your playing. So, 
to begin playing scales and arpeggios, I 
decide how I’m going to incorporate my 
dynamics, and then count off (“one, 
two, three, four” if it’s 4/4, “one, two, 
three” if it’s 3/4). I try to get a physical 
sense of the tempo in my body so that 
I’m already in the music before I play 
the first note. This is sort of an instant 
warm-up so that I’m not starting cold. I 
suggest that my students play scales, 
arpeggios, and exercises 10,000 times, 
but you can do more if you want to. 

What follows are some basic princi- 
ples that might help lead to greater 
expression through varying your dynam- 
ics appropriately. This is hardly a defini- 
tive list, so feel free to add your own 
rules (and please send them to me at 
the address below). 


1. Before playing, ask yourself how loud 
you want to be overall. Many people 
approach the dulcimer and play with 
enough force to be heard from Omaha, 
Nebraska, to St. Paul, Minnesota. Oth- 
ers will merely whisper on their instru- 
ments, playing music but wishing to 
remain unheard. Play as loud or as soft 
as you want, but do it consciously and 
by choice. 


2. Make sure you know where the 
melody is, and learn it as a single-line 
voice without embellishment or harmo- 
ny. After you’ve mastered this, then 
begin to work on playing an arrange- 
ment. 


3. Practice scales, arpeggios, and other 
exercises with a two-gesture principle in 
mind (the melody and the louder notes 
get the wrist snap, all other notes are 
simply and gently placed). 


4. Learn pieces that require real hand 
independence (I don’t use the term 
“hand separation”—it sounds too 
painful). Make the melody sing by mak- 
ing sure it’s louder than the underlying 
harmony and counterpoint. 


5. When playing “sweeping” chords 
underneath a melody, play the non- 
melody notes more quietly than the 
melody. Practice playing the top note of 
all chords as though it’s the melody 
note. 


6. When playing with others, play loud- 
er when you're playing melody, and 
softer when you’re playing a more sup- 
portive role. 


7. Use the wrist-snap when playing 
accented notes. It’s a good idea to prac- 
tice this in an exaggerated fashion, 
especially at first. In this way you can 
really hear and feel the difference 
between louder and softer, and some- 
one watching you should be able to tell 
where the melody and the accented 
notes are merely by watching your ges- 
tures. 

Go slow—very slow. On one level 
this is very basic, and on another it’s 
extremely subtle and requires a great 
amount of practice and concentration. 

Incorporating these techniques may 
be difficult at first, especially if you’re not 
accustomed to thinking or playing like 
this. But it’s very satisfying when you “get 
it,” and ultimately your playing will be 
much more satisfying to you and to your 
audience. Even if you play only single- 
line melodies, you want to be able to 
make them sing. By using varying 
dynamics, you'll give the melody the 
wings it needs to rise and fall at your will. 
And your audiences will fly with you. 

I'd be really interested in hearing 
from you if you apply any of these 
ideas, or if you have some thoughts to 
share with me and with others. Please 
get in touch by writing to me at Box 34, 
Congers, NY 10920, or email, HDPlay- 
er@aol.com. && 


'y| River Song Music Shoppe |¥| 


The Little Acoustic Music Store with BIG INVENTORY 


IN STOCK NOW: 
Hammered Dulcimers: Masterworks, Lost Valley, Dusty Strings, Webster & Chris Foss 
Mountain Dulcimers: McSpadden, Black Mountain & Keith Young 
Autoharps: Oscar Schmidt & Keith Young 
Plus: Pennywhistles, Gourd Pianos, Harmonicas, Bones, Lap Harps, Birdhouse Banjos, 
Fretless Mountain Banjos, Accessories, Electronic Tuners, Strings, Stands, Instructional 
Books, Tapes, and Videos, and a Large Selection of Olde Tyme and Celtic Cassettes and CDs 


¥| Free Shipping on all orders over $200 iy) | 


(937) 392-9274 * 7 North 2nd Street « Ripley, Ohio 45167 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


224 East Maynard 
Columbus, Ohio 43202 
614-263-7246 


CAPOS 

Maple / Walnut overlay 

& Brass Dot, $10 

Ebony or Rosewood overlay 

& Pearl Snowflake, $14 

Gold or Black Aluminum, $16 (Postpaid). Send SASE for brochure. 


THE MUSIC OF STEVE SCHNEIDER 


Dulcimer Players News says: 
“Hearing either of these two alone is a 
treat; hearing them together is about 


Ken Kolodner says: 

“Steve Schneider displays uncanny 

technical skill and innovativeness, balanced by 

a dedicated focus on musicality. Steve is superbly 
complemented by the versatile and telepathic Paul Oorts.” 


Walt Michael says: 

“Momentum is a recording which will spend a lot of time 
on your CD player, whether you be a hammered dulcimer 
player, a guitarist or audiophile.” 


“What a great diversity of styles he is at home with! He plays with such ease and a relaxed 
musical feeling across a wide palette of musical styles. Well done and a really good listen.” 


For a complete catalog of all of our recordings, 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-DULCIMER CHARGE YOUR ORDER 
Or write us: Salient MusicWorks, P.O. Box 34, Congers, NY 10920 


CD’s — $15.00 CASSETTES — $10.00 
$1.50 per address, orders over $35 shipped free. NY Residents add local tax. 


Ve Wark 
Wade 


His New Release... 


jus ft e ls 
SAMm 


Instrumental Hymns 
featuring the 1997 National 
Dulcimer Competitions 
2nd placeholder. 


Send orders to: 
Mark Alan Wade 


19843 Danville Ave 
Marysville, OH 43040 
- C. _ Cassettes... $10 
we. ie ~ ae 
mAs. Se CDs ...$15 
. se Add $150 for Shipping and 
*? SE Nugget? 
~. 7 e 4, B Handling 
i aca Compotition’s 2nd ? ite 
“4 - mn: wis aie me 
by Wf Hi ° Also 
‘ Feature a Hymns : ° Joyful, Joyful Available 
* Wayfaring Stranger * Sweet Hour of Prayer Mark Wade's 
* How Great Thou Art * Do Lord First Album 
* I Surrender All * Old Time Religion Foqay 
* Just As] Am * Since Jesus Came Mountain 
* Suppertime * Into My Heart Favorites 


* The Sweetest Gift 


* Mansion over the Hilltop 


* Ave Maria 
* Simple Gifts 


‘Taylor Made ‘Dulcimers 


Mountain Dulcimers meticulously handcrafted by Bill Taylor. 
* 3 basic models * Custom orders gladly accepted * 
* Cassettes, books and accessories * Send SASE for brochure * 


TAYLOR MADE DULCIMERS 
790 McMahan Hollow Rd. 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863 
(423) 428-8960 
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SOLAS 
tte Wiled 


An instrumental recording of 
solo fingerpicking dulcimer 
Solace ¢ Fishin’ Blues « Cry Me A River 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring * Bink’s Waltz 
Yesterday ¢ Swan Lake « Clair de Lune 
Snowy Owl « Wylla’s Waltz 
Stormy Weather" « Yellow Bird" 
When You Wish Upon A Star* 
(*not included in tab book) 


RY CD $16.50 postpaid 
@ Cassette $11.50 postpaid 
a —> Tablature Book $17.00 postpaid 


Available from: 
Blue Lion Musical Instruments 
4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


BEAuTiFuL APPALACHIAN HARDWOODS 
EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP 

CLEAR MELLOW TONE 

Low ACTION 

EAsy TO PLAY 


Now witH 
PEARL AND 
ABALONE 
DECORATION 


free brochure 


> 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
Telephone: 703-941-1071 email kyoung44@aolcom 


Eurotunes 


by David T Moore 


Katherine Weisser: To Europe and Back 


Since this issue of DPN features that 
extremely important element of our 
dulcimer community, the teacher, I 
thought I'd tell you about one of my 
first students, who has herself become 
a teacher of the dulcimer. Our “regular 
programming” returns in the summer. 

Katherine (“Katie”) Weisser, a tal- 
ented pianist at thirteen, began guitar 
lessons with me in the early 1980s as a 
needed break from piano studies. Dur- 
ing this time I acquired my first dul- 
cimer, and Katie shared my fascination 
with its unique sound and many possi- 
bilities. In 1983 her parents bought her 
a Folkcraft custom teardrop model and 
we began dulcimer lessons. By 1985 she 
was routinely performing in school fes- 
tivals and talent nights. 

There was a break in lessons when 
her family moved to Munich, Germany 
during the summer of 1985, although 
Katie continued to play. After my wife 
and I moved to nearby Bad Aibling 
during the winter of 1987, we resumed 
lessons. She soon acquired a second 
instrument, a lovely four-stringed 
dulcimer by German builder Michael 
Fluegge. Much of her playing tech- 
nique developed during those years in 
Europe. 

Katie attended the University of 
Maryland in Munich for two years and 
then transferred to James Madison 
University in Virginia. She soon began 
playing at college coffee houses and 
was part of a duet that provided music 
for the campus Episcopal ministry. In 
1993 she spent another year working in 
Germany. Over the next several years 
graduate school, marriage, and another 
trip to Germany made music an occa- 
sional pastime. But the dulcimer if 
unplayed was not forgotten. In 1996, 
Katie began teaching social studies at a 
parochial school in Durham, North 
Carolina and then was asked to teach 
music and dance in the middle school. 


David Moore, Katherine Weisser, and friend. 


She also began to teach private stu- 
dents on dulcimer and guitar. 

Today Katie especially enjoys intro- 
ducing the dulcimer to folks who are 
unaware of its existence and tradition 
in American music. She also enjoys the 
ease with which beginners can pick up 
the dulcimer and play melodies. She 
adds, “The instant recognition in a stu- 
dent’s eyes and hands is tremendously 
satisfying.” I think she relives part of 
her own musical discovery of the dul- 
cimer each time she introduces some- 
one new to the instrument. 

Katie regularly plays dulcimer in a 
“contemporary” choir at her church 
and composes songs and tunes. She 
also performs in the vicinity of her 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina home. 

She wrote “Waltz for Cyrano” in 
Germany, in 1993, soon after meeting 
the man she later married. The song 
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was inspired by Edmond Rostand’s 
1898 play about the love of Cyrano de 
Bergerac for the lovely Roxanne. De 
Bergerac, ever the romantic gentleman, 
wrote love letters to his beloved on 
behalf of another man. This deception 
was only discovered as de Bergerac was 
dying and for a brief moment the lovers 
were united. Katie strums this song on 
her four-string dulcimer to accompany 
her singing. Readers playing three- 
string instruments can play this 
arrangement by ignoring the inner 
“melody” string on the tablature. 

As always, readers are welcome to 
write in care of this magazine or via the 
Internet. My email address is 
dtmoore@clark.net. Have a won- 
derful spring and we'll meet in the 
summer. & 


Music is on the following page. 
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Waltz for Cyrano 


D-A-dd (1-5-8) % Katherine Weisser 
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she reads his words it’s not him _ that she’s long-ing for, for 
she is not yearn -ing for beau - ty but burn — ing for 
wrote of a love that’s un - end - ing that now___— he is 
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he hides his face be-hind a - noth -er man’s name. 
the el - 0 -quent wordswithwhich he won her heart. 
send-ing to her as_ the night fades to dawn. 


© Copyright 1998, Katherine Weisser. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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by Ralph Lee Smith 


Was She America’s First Urban Folk Singer? 

The search for dulcimer history 
sometimes turns up some big thrills. 
The photograph that accompanies this 
article is one of them. Believe it or not, 
it appeared in the May 1, 1917 issue of 
Vogue Magazine! If there is an earlier 
photo of a dulcimer in a major Ameri- 
can magazine, I haven’t seen it. 


Meet Loraine Wyman 

I encountered the photo while 
searching for information about a high- 
ly interesting, forgotten person in the 
history of American folk music. In fact, 
on the basis of what I so far know, she 
has a serious claim to being America’s 
first urban folk singer. Folks, meet 
Loraine Wyman. Loraine was, you 
might say, an urban folk singer before 
urban folk singing had been invented. 
As a result, she did not play a folk 
instrument in her concerts. Instead, she 
sang in old-time recital style, with a fine 
piano accompanist named Howard 
Brockway. 


French Childhood 

Loraine, the daughter of Walter and 
Julie Wyman, was born in Evanston, 
Illinois about 1885. She had two older 
sisters, Florence and Caro. Their moth- 
er, Julie, was a professional singer. 
When the children were young, Julie 
left America to study singing in France 
with an important teacher, Mme. 
Blanche Marchesi. There was a de 
facto, if not legal, family separation. 
Julie took Loraine and Florence with 
her, while Caro stayed with her father. 


French and British Folk Songs 

Julie and her two daughters 
remained in France for a number of 
years, and the girls grew up fluently 
bilingual. Loraine studied singing with 
the French popular singer Yvette Guil- 
bert, who began her career as a Parisian 
café singer in 1890 and was immortal- 
ized in one of Toulouse-Lautrec’s most 
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Mountain Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


- 


Loraine Wyman, holding Cumberland mountain dulcimer probably made by James Edward Thomas 


(1850-1933). Photo from Vogue Magazine, May 1, 1917 


famous posters. Guilbert increasingly 
specialized in French folk songs, and 
Loraine adopted both French and 
British folk songs as her specialty. 

Returning to the States, Loraine 
began to give recitals and concerts. 
Vivacious, happy, funny, and apparently 
an utter stranger to stage fright, 
Loraine performed in British and 
French peasant costumes, sang old 
British and French folk songs, and 
delighted audiences in New York, Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland, Chicago, and other 
cities. 

She also wowed the critics. A typical 
write-up, in the Rochester, New York 
Post Express, November 13, 1912, said, 


“Miss Loraine Wyman gave a costume 
ballade recital last night before mem- 
bers of the Alliance Frangaise and their 
friends.... It is doubtful if the audience, 
no matter what the musical experience 
of its individuals may have been, has 
received more enjoyment than was given 
with a liberal hand by this young song- 
ster last night.” 


Field Collecting in the Cumberlands 

In the spring of 1916, Loraine, along 
with Howard Brockway made a six- 
week trip to the Cumberland Moun- 
tains, in search of new material for 
their performances. They made their 
headquarters at Pine Mountain Settle- 


ment School and walked three hun- 
dred miles through the mountain 
wilderness, searching for and finding 
ballads and songs. Loraine’s vitality 
and good humor undoubtedly stood 
them in good stead in the delicate task 
of establishing communication and 
building trust. So did her rejection of 
the passive style of many folklorists, 
who say and do as little as possible to 
avoid polluting the environment they 
are studying. When mountain children 
taught her songs in English, Loraine 
taught them songs in French! They 
adored it. 

Loraine and Howard returned to 
New York with a rich harvest, and 
promptly began to use it in concerts. An 
initial presentation at the Cort Theater 
in New York brought praise from just 
about every critic in town. For a number 
of years, they continued to use songs 
from their Kentucky mountain field trip 
in their concerts and recitals, invariably 
pleasing audiences and critics. 

They also documented their journey 
and musical finds. Howard published 
an article on their mountain experi- 
ences, entitled, “The Quest of the 
Lonesome Tunes,” in the June 1917 
issue of a magazine called The Art 
World. Among other things, the article 
discusses and describes the dulcimer, 
and even includes a small photo of 
Howard playing one! Loraine published 
two song folios, Lonesome Tunes: Folk- 
Songs From the Kentucky Mountains, in 
1917, and Twenty Kentucky Mountain 
Songs, in 1920. These folios provide 
concert-style piano settings for the 
songs. The cover of Twenty Kentucky 
Mountain Songs, which is reproduced 
here, shows a mountain lady playing the 
dulcimer while five children listen. 


Return to France 

In the mid-1920s, Loraine married a 
doctor, Henry McMahon Painter. The 
couple moved to France and bought a 
house at Grez-sur-Loin, where Loraine 
lived for the rest of her life. I could find 
no record of the date of her death. It is 
known that she survived her husband, 
who died in 1934. Her sister Florence 
gave her papers and books to Connecti- 
cut College in 1948. 
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Loraine deserves more than the 
oblivion into which she has fallen. 
Madeline MacNeil and I are working 
on a book that will include a selection 
of her field-collected songs, and also 
songs from a field collection made two 
years earlier in the Cumberlands by 
another interesting person named 
Josephine McGill. Maddie will untan- 
gle the songs from their old-fashioned 
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piano accompaniments, retranscribe 
them, and provide guitar chords and 
dulcimer tablature. 

And yes, that dulcimer that Loraine 
is holding in the Vogue photograph was 
almost certainly made by Uncle Ed 
Thomas. I wonder where it is now? 
Imagine —an Uncle Ed dulcimer in 
Vogue! B 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 # (206) 784-1764 


VAN 

( The English 
Na Dulcimer 
. 48 English Country, Morris and Sword 


Dances arranged for fretted dulcimer by 
Lance Frodsham for Mel Bay Publications 


1 Includes: chords, tab, standard notation, 
historical notes, photographs and more $12.95 


} 68 minute CD includes all 
ip of the tunes performed by i 
Z~| Lance and friends $15.95 i 


g\| / Also available, Songs 
and Dances of the 
British Isles 

(cassette only) $10.00 


Send to: 
Lance Frodsham 
3103 SE Briarwood Dr. 
\ Vancouver, WA 98683 

IN (Include $2.00 shipping & handling per order) 


(/ aN other recordings 
http:/Awwwolywa.ne/olydulcimer ¢ E-mail olydulcimer@olywa.net \ AC by Lance call WIZMAK 1-800-538-5676 
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Bear MEapow FoLk INSTRUMENTS 

Bear Meadow 289 Ricn’s DuGway, Rocuester, NY 14625 
Appalachian Dulcimers (716) 288-5031 
E-MAIL: DWILDER@SERVTECH.COM 

WWW.SERVTECH.COM/PUBLIC/DWILDER 


FLEXIFRETS: THE REPLACEABLE FRET 


Order FlexiFrets with your Bear Meadow Dulcimer, or equip any dulcimer for a small retro-fit charge 


Extra Fret Kir 

Any frets you choose: $25/fret (retro-fit charge $10/fret) 
Put an extra fret where you want it, remove it when 
you're through. 


First REGISTER Kir 
All half-frets up to 10'/2: $125 (retro-fit charge $25) 
Play in almost any key without changing mode. 


Curomatic Kir 
All halffrets on your keyboard: $150 (retro-fit charge $35) 
Play chromatically or modally on one dulcimer! 


CONFIGURABLE Kit 
All chromatic frets: $200 (retro-fit charge $50) 
Play in any key, any mode, or customize your fretboard. 


Two fingers will carry the 


MINI HAMMER 
DULCIMER 


9 Trebles, 8 Bass 
C4 


Book, hammer, 
tuning wrench, 
and case included 


F200 % 


+ $82 shipping 


, —— | The Dulcimer 


137 Windy Gap Rd. 


Blowing Rock, NC 
28605 


- The Long Awaited New CD from Blue Bhikku Records - 
Arm & Hammer 
A 4a Carte 


Eclectic Blend 
of Traditional & Original Instrumentals 


Anna Duff - Hammer Dulcimer 
Stefan George - Guitar 


“Arm & Hammer's George & 
Duff combine their unique 
styles dnd make beautiful 

music together.” 

- Tucson Citizen 
“Special, Gorgeous, A 
true duo in every sense.” 
- Arizona Daily Stor 


for more information 
about Blue Bhikku 
Recordings & Artists 


Anna Duff 
yost GOOD TUNES PO. Box 641 
Spates: St David, Az 85630 
o,< Also Available, “Strings of Heart” 
(520) 720-4965 SCs votte Only, $10 Postpaid 


PO. Box 41521 
Tucson, Az 85717 


Susan Trump Music announces the release of 


MASTERS OF THE 


Mountain Dulcimer 


Traditional * Contemporary * Original 
Classical * Jazz * Celtic 


INSTRUMENTAL SOLO AND ENSEMBLE 
SELECTIONS * VOLUME ONE 


Also—tTree of Life and 
What the Hill People Say 
All recordings available 
as cassette and CD 


Cassettes $11.50 (ppd) 
CD $16.50 (ppd) 


. 2» Susan Trump Music 
Box 313-D 
Hmusré Newtonville, NY 12128 


Tiompédn: the Irish 
hammered & plucked 
dulcimer, by David 
James, All-Ireland 
Champion. 60 minutes 
of Irish reels, jigs, 
unique airs; with 
fiddles, keyboard, 
bouzouki, bodhran. 
One wild Bulgarian 
tune with clarinet, 
kaval & drum. Cassette 
($11 ppd) and Compact 
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DAVID JAMES and KIM HOFFMANN: hammered 


dulcimers, tin whistles, free reeds, fiddles, keyboards, 
guitars, mandolins, bodhrans and songs. Booking 
performances, festivals and workshops. 
"Among my happiest ‘discoveries’ of the year!” 
Ann Schmid, Dir., Stringalong 
"Conscious and faithful not only to the sound but the spirit” 
Arts Indiana 
"Form the nucleus for the fun” 
The Vidette-Messenger (Porter, IN) 
Tiompdn Alley Music 
916 Emerson Avenue, South Bend, IN, 46615 
Telephone (219) 288-4326 
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Maureen Sellers 


presents 
¢ AN Dixboro Dulcimer Store, Inc. Songs 
carries a large selection of the finest of the 


brand-name instruments, books and 
accessories for all acoustic music lovers. If you're in 
Ann Arbor, stop in and see all we have to offer! 


¢ Hammered Dulcimers by _* Guitars, Banjos, Mandolins, 
Master Works, R. L. Tack Harmonicas, Psalteries, 
& Son, Dusty Strings,J &K  Bodhrans, Recorders, Penny 
Dulcimers and Lost Valley Whistles, Percussion Novelties 
¢ Mountain Dulcimers by ¢ Lessons, Performances, 
McSpadden, Ron Ewing, Rentals, Instructional Tapes 
Olympia and Folkcraft * Large Selection of Old-Time 


Civil War 


A Mountain Dulcimer 


Tablature Book 
$12.00 


Maureen, Stella 
& the boys 


* Folk and Celtic Harps and Irish Music Books Cassette only- $10.00 
by Dusty Strings and * CDs and Tapes of All Your Other books by Maureen 
: Midssna oat a bosons, 2 a Full Range Simply Gospel Book One- $10.00 
ee ee ee ee Simply Gospel Book Two- $10.00 
Fretboard Companion Book- $5.00 
Dixboro Dulcimer Store Wier ies Send $2.00 each for shipping and handling plus $1.00 each 
5740 Plymouth Road TUE-FRI ....10am-7pm additional item. IN residents add 5% sales tax. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 GAT ccacvcicws 10am-5pm Maureen Sellers 


Located 2 miles east of US 23 | SUN/MON.......Closed 
Call for seasonal hours. 
UPS available. For more 


information, please call: 
(313) 665-2357 


4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-mail- MaureenSel @ AOL.com 


For workshops/performances-(812)-945-9094 
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Dulcimer Definition T-Shirts 


mountain dulcimer hammered dulcimer 
(appalachian or lap dulcimer) aeoamer ma 


J&K 
HAMMERED 
DULCIMERS 


NG ———_ SY = INNOVATIVE DESIGN 
. ‘ a stringed instrument, member of — ee % 
a stringed instremeat, member of the zither family, commonly * Built by a Musician for Muscians 
the zither family, commonly played played by striking the strings with * Solid Wood Construction 
by strumming or plucking the hammers or mallets, can also be * Fully Chromatic 
strings with a pick or fingers. plucked with the fingers. 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR DIGITAL RECORDING 


* Clear and Sweet Tone that everyone expects from a 
Jim Hudson Dulcimer 


SUPER LIGHT WEIGHT 


* Structural Integrity Analysis by 
a professional Engineer 


THREE NEW MODELS 


© 1997 Thomas J. Norulak 


Let everyone know what instrument you are playing with this 
hand screened, 100% Cotton T-Shirt. Sizes Adults § thru XL. 
$12.95 each (includes shipping in USA), add $2.00 for XXL; 
add $4.00 for XXXL; Sweatshirts—$18.95; XXL-—$22.95; 
XXXL--25.95.. Colors: Brown on Natural, Beige on Forest 
Green, Pink on Purple, Navy on Sage. Send Check or Money 
Order to: 


Norulak Screen Printing © Wildwood 
ep * Musician 
1007 Wood Street 


* Grand 

J & K Hammered Dulcimers 

310 E. Chicago Blvd., Britton MI 49229 
517/451-8259 

Jim and Kathie Hudson 


Pittsburgh, PA 15221 


Wholesale inquiries welcome 
412-247-2772 


http://members.aol.com/tnorulak2/tshirts.htm 


30 Old Time Songs and Tunes 

for Mountain Dulcimer and Autoharp 
“True back = 
porch music : "Darling, i's 


.. All the an autoharp!" 
selections S 


are Classic - : : S The Buckhannon Brothers 
... Clearly : Idabel's Old Tyme String Band 
presented ... . Rosa String Works 


Highly recom : Geoff Seitz 
mended ; : Marimac Recordings, Inc. 
CARRIE ; Sole ‘ Say ; Bob Bovee & Gail Heil 
CROMPTON a. g Double Decker String Band 
; Elaine Purkey 

2 : Lauchlin Shaw & A.C. Overton 


Mel Bay Publications, Inc. 


"Great Jam! Mind by e Missouri State Old Time Fiddlers Association 
if | join you Neal Walters Bill Graves 


. Heidi Seige FULL COLOR 


Mountain Dulcimer Book - $15 CDs & CASSETTES 


Autoharp Book - $15 


Companion Cassette Tape - $10 300 CDs & 300 Cassettes $2,700 


BooWTape Set - $24 1000 CDs & 1000 Cassettes $3,950 


20k Set - $28 


tar haa INCLUDES EVERYTHING...PERIOD! 


=Mesie-Masters= 


Doofus Music (DPN), 


56 Egypt Rd Ellington 1-800-344-9561 


—~—~ CT 06029 


~~ musmstrs@inlink.com www.iwe.com/musicmasters/ 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 
-- Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 
-- Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 
-- Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 
-- Has a life time guarantee. 


or a free, full color-brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
Box 117, Hancock, VT 05748 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


Our soft cases are: 
+ Insulated 

« Weathertight 

+ Well padded 

+ Easy to carry 

+ Beautiful 


free brochure. price list, and color samples. 


Colorado Case Company 
406 Garfield, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
(800) 340-0809 Fax (970) 221-5403 
ColoCase@pobox.com 
http://pobox.com/~colocase 


Melody’s tarps, Dulcimers, Wests, 


“traditional CMusic Music Books, Wooden Flutes, 
& Harp Shoppe Psalteries, and lots more... 


Fast, Friendly Service Visit our web site: 


http:/Awww.folkharp.com 
Located in Houston, Tx Free 88-page catalog: 281.890.4500 
We ship to all 50 states 


E-mail melody@folkharp.com 
and the rest of the world. 


The CSH-Hourglass Model .... 


2 pc Book-matched solid Walnut back & sides. 
*® Choice of WR Cedar or Butternut soundboard. 


Custom laminated fingerboard, back inlay & 
heel cap in choice of exotic woods. 


#% Choice of custom tone Holes. 


Custom molded delrin nuts & bridges with slots 
for conventional and equidistant string spacing. 


* Newly recalibrated "easy reach" 27" fret pattern. 


x Lifetime warranty 


wer Just $350.00 
Special for DPN readers: mention this ad when 


ordering this model and receive a free carrying case ($34.95 value). 
Visit Our Web Site: http://www.folkcraft.com 


Folkerart [nsthumenGs 


99 High St. Box 807D, Winsted, CT 06098 
800-433-3655 Fax: 860-379-7685 E-mail: Info@folkcraft.com 


R.T. AUDIO 


presents 


Rick Thum 


Instrumental 
Hammered Dulcimer Recordings 


A Reason to Dance 
Old-time string band style 
A live jam caught on tape! 
— “Roll out the rug and 
start into dancing. This music is a 
good reason to do just that.” 
- Walt Michael 


HAMMERED 
FIDDLE TUNES 


Traditional American 
Fiddle Tunes featuring the 
Hammered Dulcimer 


Available on CD $15.00 Tape $10.00 
Shipping $2.00 
Rick Thum, 36 Villawood Ln, 
St. Louis, MO 63119 
314-968-1195 


email: rthum@hotmail.com 


Write, Call or E-Mail for Information 
Computer Lyrics and Tunes 
8885 Trinity Avenue 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-7935 
TEL (504) 926-8581 FAX (504) 756-4632 
E-Mail clt4dul@aol.com 


i What's New 


@ — 
by Neal Walters 


Zilldog Dance ¢ L. J. Slavin, Zilldog 
Records, 312/693-6450 (cassette). 
Multi-instrumentalist L.J. Slavin is a 
veteran performer (with Broadway 
credits) who presents a program titled 
“Music and Culture of the Appalachian 
Mountains” at assemblies, workshops 
and residencies. He plays pennywhistle, 
banjo, flute, fiddle, autoharp, ham- 
mered dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, 
harmonica, shakers, musical saw, guitar, 
mandolin, Jew’s harp and bones on this 
cassette release of mostly traditional 
songs and tunes. Oh, and he also sings. 
“Dixie Queen,” “Flowers of 
Antrim/Castle Kelly,” “French Schottis- 
che,” “Willie Moore,” “Zilldog Dance” 
and six others. 


Pure and Simple * Lynn Wadley, 6519 
Lenczyk Drive, Jacksonville, FL, 32277 
(CD, cassette). Lynn performs a varied 
program of material on her latest 
release using mountain dulcimer, ham- 
mered dulcimer, autoharp, bowed 
psaltery, guitar, and musical saw. In 
addition to standards such as “Dark- 
town Strutter’s Ball,” “Wayfaring 
Stranger,” and “Danny Boy,” she wrote 
three of the songs and introduces some 
fine songwriters who deserve to be 
more widely heard. “Gentle Maiden,” 
“Cader Idres,” “Ordinary Days,” “La 
Partita,” “Journeys,” “Molly St. 
George,” “I'd Do It All Again,” “Peas,” 
“Greensleeves,” and more. 


| Love Long Island, My Long Island Home, 
and Songs of Long Island * Stan Ransom, 
39 Broad Street, Plattsburgh, NY 
12901-3447 (CD, cassette, book). Stan 
is “The Connecticut Peddler” and he 
has devoted considerable effort to 
exploring the music of Long Island on 
these CDs and accompanying book, 
with lyrics, chords, explanatory notes, 
and several recipes included. Stan, who 
plays guitar, hammered dulcimer, man- 
dolin, bowed psaltery, autoharp, and 
dombek, was formerly Director of the 
Huntington Public Library and he 


collected this music primarily during his 
twenty years there. They range from the 
days of Captain Kidd to the present, 
including “Round Cape Horn,” “The 
Loss of the Albion,” “Acres of Clams,” 
and “I Love Long Island.” 


Clover and Thistle * Amaryllis, 1997 
Selby Ave. Saint Paul, MN 55104 (CD, 
cassette). Amaryllis is Anne Benson on 
flute, hammered dulcimer, and pump 
organ, and Ken Steffanson on guitar, 
violin, mandolin, harmonica, and bones. 
Karyn Wrenshall guests on vocals. Anne 
and Ken specialize in traditional songs 
and tunes from Ireland, Scotland and 
America. They also feature recent com- 
positions in the traditional Celtic style. 
The duo has been performing in the 
Twin Cities area since 1982 and this is 
their second album. Selections include 
“Clover and Thistle,” “Ballydesmond 
Polka,” “Wild Mountain Thyme/Let 
Go,” “No Braves Habitants,” “Patty’s 
Flute/Miss Drummond of Perth” and 
nine more. 


Cloud Cover * Tabby Finch, Finch Music, 
P.O. Box 336, Round Hill, VA 20142 
(CD, cassette). Tabby has re-mastered, 
re-mixed, and re-released her very suc- 
cessful recording, previously available 
only on cassette, of traditional and 
newer pieces from Ireland, the British 
Isles, Bretagne, and South America. 
Tabby plays hammered dulcimer, Celtic 
harp, and piano, ably assisted by Carlos 
Arrien, Seth Austen, Joe DeZarn, 
Ralph Gordon, and Jesse Winch on fid- 
dle, mandolin, panpipes, Andean flute, 
guitar, cello, bass, and all kinds of per- 
cussion. If you missed this the first time 
around, don’t let it happen again. 
“Finore,” “Recuerdos de Calahuayo,” 
“Docherty’s,” “The Green-Gowned 
Lass,” “Lad O’Beirne’s,” “The Rocks of 
Brae,” and several more. 


Strung Tight and Played Loose * Willson 
and McKee, Rimsong Music, P.O. Box 
704, Polson, MT 59860 (CD, cassette). 
Kim McKee and Ken Willson play ham- 
mered dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, 
guitars, bouzouki and bodhran on their 
second album of Celtic, original and 
generally traditional material. The title 
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and cover art are great and the music is 
darn good as well, with some fine 
bouzouki playing by Ken and some 
marvelous vocal harmonies. “Winter 
Fly,” “For the Sake of Angus/Angus 
Polka,” “Wistful Wending,” “Deadly 
Medley,” “Love Song from You,” “The 
Foamin’ Sea” and more. 


Gift from the River * Sam Moffatt, Here 
and Now Music, RR1, Box 168, Ver- 
shire, VT 05079 (CD, cassette). Ham- 
mered dulcimer player Sam Moffatt 
celebrates the influence that the Con- 
necticut River has had on her life with 
an album of melodies and songs of 
Celtic origin and some of her own com- 
positions. The album features Saman- 
tha Moffatt assisting on hammered 
dulcimer, percussion and voice; Brad 
Hurley on wooden and bamboo flutes; 
Pat Sager on folk harp; Carrie Cromp- 
ton on viola de gamba; and Spencer 
Lewis and Seth Austen on guitar. “The 
Dream,” “Trois En Dros,” “Carrickfer- 
gus/Carolan’s Welcome,” “The Rowan 
Tree,” “Two Jigs from Galicia,” “Go 
Lightly “Round the Heather,” “River- 
meadows Suite,” and eight more. 


The Rhythm Book * Danie! Kazez, Accu- 
ra Music, Box 4260, Athens, OH 
(book). Daniel Kazez, armed with 
degrees from the Oberlin and Peabody 
Conservatories and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Michigan, is well qualified 
to discuss rhythm. His book provides 82 
lessons specifically designed for winds, 
strings, and voice to help the student 
master the rhythm patterns in band and 
orchestra, choir, solo and chamber 
music. Using techniques knows as 
“rhythm cells or rhythm chunks”, “spi- 
ral learning,” and the “speech cue” 
method, each exercise is designed to be 
sung or played on a string or wind 
instrument. The book also covers stan- 
dard musical terms and focuses on sim- 
ple and compound meters. 


Turning Toward the Morning and Moving Up 
with the Mountain Dulcimer * Dallas 
Cline, Common Treasury Publishing, 
998 Clayton Rd, Ashley Falls, MA 
01222 (books). Two excellent new 
resources from Dallas Cline. The first is 
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a very welcome book of songs from 
Gordon Bok, arranged in standard 
notation and tablature for mountain 
dulcimer. For intermediate and 
advanced intermediate players, the 
Bok book contains twenty of Bok’s 
best songs from his own songbook, 
“Time and the Flying Snow,” pub- 
lished by Folk Legacy. Most of the 
arrangements are in the D-A-D tun- 
ingwith some in D-G-D and D-A-C. 
“Bay of Fundy,” “Bheir Me O,” 
“Brandy Tree,” “Cape Ann,” “Hills of 
Isle au Haut,” and more. Dallas’ sec- 
ond book is designed for the novice 
player and is specifically meant to 
help those who taught themselves to 
play with pick and noter or who play 
the melody only on the first string and 
“feel stuck.” She covers a number of 
techniques, including basic strums, 
fingerpicking, flatpicking, hammering 
on and pulling off, chording, playing 
by ear and playing in duets. 


i nye 


Slip your dulcimer into the Wheelie, 
fasten two stretch cords, and it will 
roll beside you wherever you go, 
even through doors. 


2 sizes: 6” or 7” 
Measure the depth of your 
dulcimer in its case. 
Other sizes by special order. 


$55—includes S &H 


Colleen Chittum 
P.O. Box 75, Rittman, OH 44270 
330-925-7181 


Ballads and Songs ¢ Linda 
Sigismondi, 474 Kathy St, Gallipolis, 
OH 45631 (book). Linda has been 
appearing at Fort New Salem, a living 
history museum associated with Salem 
College in West Virginia for over ten 
years. She has collected a number of 
Appalachian songs to fit the living his- 
tory theme at the Fort and now has 
published a selection of twenty-four of 
her favorite ballads and songs. Most of 
the songs are arranged for D-A-D tun- 
ing with some in D-G-D and D-A-C. 
Each song has lyrics, standard nota- 
tions, guitar chords and dulcimer tabla- 
ture. “Barbara Allen,” “Cambric Shirt,” 
The Cuckoo,” “The Devil’s Nine Ques- 
tions,” “Farmer’s Wife and the Devil,” 
“Father Grumble” and more. 


Songs of the Civil War ¢ Maureen Sellers, 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 
47150 (book). Maureen’s latest in her 
“Simply” series for novice players fea- 
tures twenty-two well- and not-so-well- 
known melodies associated with the 
Civil War period. From “Aura Lee” to 
“Lorena,” the songs will be familiar to 
most dulcimer players. Maureen’s 
arrangements, almost all in D-A-D, will 
now make the tunes more accessible to 
the novice players. “Battle Cry of Free- 
dom,” “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” 
“Bonnie Blue Flag,” “Darling Nelly 
Gray,” and many more. A great jam- 
ming resource. 


Rick Around the Rock and Pied Pear Ele- 
mentary #5th © Rick Scott, c/o PO Box 
290, 810 West Broadway, Vancouver, 
BC, Canada V5Z 4C9 (cassettes). Rick 
Scott sent me something old and some- 
thing new. Rick specializes in songwrit- 
ing and tightrope walking workshops 
for children, among other things. Tight 
rope walking? Yes, it says tight rope 
walking. One of his previous releases, 
Philharmonic Fool, was a 1996 Juno 
Award nominee for Best Children’s 
Album. His latest release, Rick Around 
the Rock, serves up more rocking 
mountain dulcimer songs for kids, 
mostly. Includes “My Family,” 
“Mechanic of Love,” “Eh Canada,” 
“Elephant Ride,” “I Got Money,” 


“Three Ships,” “Kool School,” and sev- 
eral more. The something old is a cas- 
sette he released in 1979 with guitarist 
Joe Mock. Pied Pear Elementary is just 
as entertaining for kids today as it was 
back then. It features old standards like 
“Walk Right In,” mixed with original 
compositions like “Laundry Bags.” 


A Collection of Tunes for the Hammered 
Dulcimer ¢ Tina Bergmann, PO Box 241, 
Richfield, OH 44286-0241 (book). Tina 
Bergmann may be one of the “hottest” 
young hammered dulcimer players in 
the country as evidenced by her latest 
album reviewed elsewhere in this issue. 
Her new book contains twenty-one 
tunes, including some standard and 
some obscure fiddle tunes, jigs, rags, a 
Swedish hambo, a polka, and some 
beautiful and unusual waltzes. It is an 
ideal opportunity to learn some materi- 
al it would take months or years to 
learn if you were trying to simply watch 
her hammers in motion. These are good 
session tunes too, that are being played 
a lot, at least where I come from. 
“Snake River Reel,” “Old Man and Old 
Woman,” “Belman’s Reel,” “Ships Are 
Sailing,” “Jump in the Well, My Pretty 
Little Miss,” “Frenchie’s Reel” and 
more. 


Light of the Moon ¢ Dan Levenson, Old- 
Bzrd@aol.com/500-446-2656 (CD, cas- 
sette). Dan Levenson is the founder 
and banjo player of the Boiled Buz- 
zards, an old-time string band from 
Ohio. This first solo release has plenty 
of banjo and fiddle, but it is a more per- 
sonal album and goes beyond straight- 
forward string-band music. Rick Thum 
adds hammered dulcimer to several 
numbers including his own “Front 
Porch Waltz.” The dulcimer is featured 
on only three of the twenty tracks but 
lovers of the old-time sound should 
check this out anyway. “June Apple,” 
“Cindy,” “Rushing the Pepper,” 
“Climbing the Golden Stairs,” 
“Jaybird/Moses Hoe the Corn” and 
more. 
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Sretted Dulcimer, Yuilar, and flite 


Available on CD and Cassette 


Flowing through this recording is the theme of 
water, creating a sense of tranquility. Hammered 
dulcimer joins voice, fretted dulcimer, guitar, and 
flute in a program of traditional and contemporary 
songs. “The dulcimer playing is exquisite, showing 
the potential of the instrument for a still, peaceful 
sound. Madeline MacNeil’s voice seems perfectly 


matched to a folk music sound...” (Options) 


Maddie is joined by Seth Austen, Frances Lapp Averitt, and Flawn Williams. 

Soon Its Gonna Rain, The Water is Wide, Blow The Wind Southerly/The Keel Row, Hello, ian 

Your Song, River Rising, Wild Mountain Thyme, Summertime, Send In The Clowns, River . HO pak 
ANCHES 


Available on CD and Cassette 


The Crowning of the Year captures the spirit of the days 
surounding Advent, Christmas and the New Year. 
Songs and instrumentals with hammered and fretted 
dulcimers, guitar, cello, and flute create a unique 


celebration of the wonder and joy of this season. 


Maddie is joined by Seth Austen, Ralph Gordon, Karen 
Ashbrook, Nick Blanton, Janita Baker, Melissa 
Dunning and other fine musicians. ¢ Welcome Yule, People 
Look East, Veni Immanuel, Balletti a Cinque Voce, In The 
Bleak Midwinter, Wondrous Love, Bring A Torch Jeannette 
Tsabella/Ding Dong Merrily On High, Still Still Still/Child Of 
My Heart, The Coventry Carol, Candlemas Eve, Jesu Joy, 
Auld Lang Syne 


CD ...$15.00 each Cassette Tape $10.00 each 


Roots & Branches Music 


is now on the Web at: 
Use your MasterCard or VISA when ordering by phone. www.dpnews.com 
Phone: 540/678-1305 Fax: 540/678-1151 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 
Shipping & Handling: $2.50 for first item, $.50 each additional item up to $5. 


Advertiser Index 


Accessories 

Alden Lee Company 

BB Hammers 

Colleen Chittum (HD Wheelie) 
Colorado Case Company . 

Custom Cutters . 

James M. Rolph (Dulcimer Pickups) 
Main Street Case Company 

Wood and Soul 


Book, Magazines, Music 
Anna Barry er 
Arm & Hammer 

Bernie Stolls 

Bob Shank, Otter Slide Productions 
Doofus Music . . 
Dulcimer Players News .. 
Dulcimer Times . 

Gloria Hays . 

Hogfiddle Press 

Joe Jewell 

Kendra Ward 

Lance Frodsham 

Linda Thomas 

Lorinda Jones . 

Maggie’s Music 

Maiden Creek Dulcimers . 
Mark Wade . 

Maureen Sellers .... 
Off-The-Wall Dulcimer Society 
Owl Mountain Music 
Remnants of the Past . 
Rick Thum 

Roots & Branches Music . . 
Sam Moffatt 

Shelley Stevens . 

Steve Schneider 

Steven K. Smith 

Sue Carpenter 

Sunset Dawn 

Susan Trump 

Thomasina 

Tiompan Alley Music 


Festivals 

August Dulcimer Daze 

Cedar Creek Dulcimer Jubilee iain aie 
Chatter Creek Hammered Dulcimer Festival . 
Claremont Spring Folk Festival ........... 12 
Common Ground on the Hill . , rx 28 
Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering reef , 
Don Pedi, Dulcimer Retreats . 

Dulcimer Playing Workshop 

Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 

Great River Road Festival 

Heartland Dulcimer Camp 

Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration 

Internation Society of Folk Harpers . 

Kentucky Music Week/Weekend 


| Meadowlark Music Camp . 


Memphis Dulcimer Festival 

Nonsuch Dulcimer Club Ses 
Old Capitol Traditional Music Festival 
Ozark Folk Center 

Ozark Wilderness Summerfest 1998 
Prairie Dulcimer Club ae 
Roscoe Village Dulcimer Days .. . 
Shady Grove Dulcimer Camp 
Southern Michigan Dulcimer Festival 
Southern Ohio Dulcimer Festival . 
Stringalong Workshops 

Swannanoa Gathering F 
Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival . . 


instruments 

Backyard Music .. ar 

Bear Meadow Folk Instruments ... . 
Blue Lion Musical Instruments 

Burl Updyke 
Cloud Nine .. 
David's Dulcimers 
Dulcifusion . . sales . 
Dusty Strings Inside Back Cover 
Elk River Dulcimer Music 
Folkcraft Instruments . 
Hampton Music Shop a aces 
High Country Dulcimers Inside Back, Back 
J & K Dulcimers . 50 
Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers ....... ‘ 51 
Keith Young .. sages - 42 
McSpadden Musical Instruments . .Inside Back 
Olympia Dulcimer Company ..... .. 48 
Omega Strings " ; 15 
Ron Ewing Dulcimers ; 41 
Songbird Dulcimers pibccacrs 54 24 
Taylor Made Dulcimers : 42 
Whamdiddle .... 5 ae 31 
Wood 'N Strings Insert 
Services 

Computer Lyrics and Tunes 

Music for Healing & Transition 

Music Masters, Inc. 

Seth Austen .. cw 

Norulak Screen Printing 

Whistlepig . . 


Shops 

Dixboro Dulcimer Store . 

Elderly Instruments 

Jean's Dulcimer Shop . 

Melody’s Traditional Music .. . 
Music Folk Inc 

Old Time Music Shoppe ote 
Rainbow Farms Dulcimer Works . 
River Song Music Shoppe 

Simple Sounds 

Stringfellows . 

The Dulcimer 

The Dulcimer Factory 


Just Released 


© BobShank © 
Hammer Dulcimer Solos 


"These tunes are like good friends, 
old and new, learned from family 
and musicians who keep the 
traditions alive and well. 
The Rizzetta dulcimer has been 
my companion for more than 
twenty years." 


such artistry, no doubt won from 
love of the music and the 
instrument." 


"...can be heard again and again 
and you won't quite know why it 
has such a hold on you." 


"Very nice. The sound quality is really 
clean and the playing is haunting." 


CD $16 Cassette $11 
Shipping Included from 


y= OTTER Slide™ Productions 
~ 1225 Corvet Avenue 


Morgantown, WV 26505 
Po Play More!" 


MAIDEN CREEK 
© FOR OLD TIME MUSIC 8) 


BACK IN FULL SWING AGAIN 
(new catalog and lists with pix, June 1) 
CD's, tapes, sheet music , and much more 


SONG COLLECTIONS $5 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS 1st SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLD TIME FAVORITES 


Shipping: 1st book $2.15, 1st tape $1.15 and .50 
each additional. item. Send .64 postage for lists 
of restored stringed instruments and CD’s/tapes. 


CUSTOM MADE DULCIMERS 
& PRELOVED INSTRUMENTS 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
BOX 666 WOOSTER ,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 mcd@bright.net 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 20% dis- 
count for pre-paid (4 issues) unclassified 
ads running unchanged in 4 or more 
consecutive issues. 


Dreaming of a holiday in Ireland or 
Britain in pursuit of music? (As well 
as scenery, history, and culture.) 
Westwoods, Britain and Ireland 
travel specialists can help. Visit at 
www.westwoods.net. Email: west- 
woods@snet.net or call Loren at 
800/863-8097. 


Note-Ably Yours: Call for our free cat- 
alog of books, cassettes, and videos 
for the mountain dulcimer, ham- 
mered dulcimer, harp, fiddle, penny- 
whistle, bodhran, mandolin, 
bagpipes, autoharp, harmonica, oca- 
rina, bones, accordion, bouzouki, 
concertina, dobro, recorder and 
ukulele. We carry a vast selection of 
Celtic, Ethnic, and Native American 
music. Order from 1-800-828-0115. 
Questions 937-845-8232. Fax 937- 
845-3773. E Mail Noteably@ 
aol.com. And last but not least, 
check out our Web site at http:// 
members.aol.com/wplanet/ny.htm 
for books, recordings and closeouts. 
Note-Ably Yours, 6865 Scarff Rd., 
New Carlisle, OH 45344-9663. 


Finely Designed Hand-Crafted Folk 
Toys. Limber Jack, Dog, Pony, Bear, 
Frog, Rooster, Lamb, Unicorn and 
Dinosaur. $12.95 each includes ship- 
ping. Jean’s Dulcimer Shop, P.O. 
Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


For Sale: Masterworks 16/15 Ultra- 
light HD, cherry rails, burgundy 
stained Honduras mahoghany top. 
Soundhole rosettes, rosewood 
bridges, padded gigbag and ham- 
mers. Excellent condition. $850. 
Info: Brian, 209/724-0722, Merced, 
California. 


New Kitchen Musician Books: Square 
One #1 Hammer Dulcimer for 
Absolute Beginners, 16 page method 
book at very basic level, useable on 
any size dulcimer with fifth tuning 
across treble bridge, for any differ- 
ent bass bridge tuning. Simple exer- 
cises for hammer control, pattern 
playing, octave patterns, duplicate 
notes, $5.00. Square One #2 Exer- 
cises for Hammer Dulcimer (Playing 


Unclassifieds 


Patterns). Exercises to develop visual 
skills, muscle memory, strengthen 
weak hand, $5.00. Also two new 
books: #14 Songs, Airs & Dances of 
the 18th Century from Playford, 
Baroque recorder pieces, etc. 20 
page, 36 tunes, many with parts for 
other instruments, $8.00. New 
KM#15 Music of the Ohio River 
Frontier 1788-1825, 16 pages, 39 
tunes, $5.00. Shipping $1.00 one 
item, 40 cents each additional. Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45215, 513/761-7585. 
E-mail: kitchiegal@aol.com. Ask for 
Kitchen Musician catalog of other 
dulcimer books and learning tapes, 
or Timely Tunes catalog of historic 
music. 


Fretted Dulcimer Books: Music/DAD 
Tablature. Norma Davis’ Dulcimer 
Delights: BK 1/Tape,$16, Beginner- 
Advanced; BK 2/Tape, $12, Trios; 
BK 3 , $6, Two parts; BK 4, $12, Fin- 
ger/Flatpicking; BK 5, $7, Finger/ 
Flatpicking. All 5 bound/2 tapes, 
$45. The Dulcimer Note Book, learn 
music, chords, transposing, $10. 
Dulcimer Played Traditionally, DAA, 
$14. Bluegrass Dulcimer, $10. New: 
Classical Dulcimer, Fingerpicking, 
$16. S/H 1 BK, $1.50. Two or more, 
$3. Norma Davis, 205 Engel Rd., 
Loudon, TN 37774. 


Performance Dulcimers. In stock and 
custom made. Send for brochure. 
John Stockard, Custom Appalachian 
Dulcimers, 3686 Sussex Drive, 
Milledgeville, GA 31061. 


Seeking A Tune? Mountain Dulcimer 
Book Index II lists sources for locat- 
ing over 1700 titles. $10.50 ppd, 4+ 
copies, $6 & postage. Lois Hirsch, 
7453 Lowell, Skokie, IL 60076; 
LCHirsch@aol.com. Rosamond 
Campbell, 1037 Central, Wilmette, 
IL 60091. 847/251-1115. 


Folk Notes in Leo, Indiana has moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimers by 
McSpadden, Simerman, Colleen 
Chittum, Folkroots, Folkcraft, Chris 
Foss, Hudson, Lost Valley, and 
Dusty Strings. Also harps, bagpipes, 
bodhrans, Native American flutes, 
and other folk instruments and 
accessories. Folk, old-time, acoustic 
music, and books. Just north of Fort 
Wayne. 15004 State Road 1, Leo, IN 
46765. 219/627-2189. 


Hammered Dulcimer Book/Video/Cas- 
sette. For beginning to intermediate 
hammered dulcimer players. Twen- 
ty-five tunes and arrangements. 


Also, book/video/cassette for moun- 
tain dulcimer. Mel Bay Publications 
by Madeline MacNeil. Book: $9.95; 
Video: $29.95; Cassettes: $10.00; 
Shipping: $2 (1 item), .50 for each 
add. item. P.O. Box 2164, Winch- 
ester, VA 22604. 


Dulcimer Players News back issues 
available at 4 for $12 ppd: Vol. 21, 
No.4, Vol. 22, No.1, 2, 3, Vol. 23, No. 
1, 2, 4. Dulcimer Players News, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 
540/678-1305. 


Famed Mountain Dulcimer Maker, 
Leonard Glenn’s granddaughter, 
Lisa, is offering a book of 70 moun- 
tain songs with words, tablature, his- 
tory and instruction. A bargain at 
$11.00 postpaid! Lisa Glenn Thomp- 
son, P.O. Box 158, Sugar Grove, NC 
28679. 704/297-3028. 


Sing Out! The Folk Song Magazine: 
Sharing Songs Since 1950. Sing Out! 
provides a diverse and entertaining 
selection of traditional and contem- 
porary folk music. Quarterly issues 
contain 20 songs, over 100 pages, 
feature articles, interviews, record 
and book reviews, instrumental 
“teach-ins,” plus columns by Pete 
Seeger and Ian Robb. $18 (1 yr.) 
$32.50 (2 yrs.) $45 (3 yrs.) Sustaining 
Membership: $30, $50 or $100/yr. 
Sing Out! Box 5253-D, Bethlehem, 
PA 18015. 


The Bowed Psaltery Instruction And 
Song Book, by Jean Schilling. Begin- 
ners’ playing instructions, care of the 
psaltery and bow, tuning, string 
replacement, and seventy-six songs, 
with chords—American, English, 
Scottish, and Irish favorites, hymns, 
carols, and O’Carolan tunes. $12.95 
postpaid from Crying Creek Publish- 
ers, P.O. Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the international 
magazine dedicated to the autoharp 
enthusiast. Subscriptions: US-$18, 
Canada-$20, Europe-$22, 
Asia/South Pacific-$24. US currency, 
please. Stonehill Productions, PO 
Box 336, New Manchester, WV 
26056-0336. aharper@weir.net, 
www.fmp.com/aq 


Instrument Builders: Our respected 
quarterly journal American Lutherie 
is entirely devoted to building and 
repairing dulcimers, guitars, man- 
dolins, lutes, violins, and other string 
instruments. We also have instru- 
ment plans including a hammer dul- 
cimer. Write for complete info, or 


send $39 for membership. GAL, 
8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 98408. 
www.deltanet.com/GAL 


Monthly Hammered Dulcimer work- 
shops with Steve Schneider covering 
all levels, topics, and repertoires. 
For information: Box 34, Congers, 
NY 10920. 914/268-8809. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood Music. 
We have over 600 new acoustic 
instruments in stock. Mountain and 
hammered dulcimers by Kurt Sim- 
merman, Dulcimer Factory, Jeff 
Gaynor, Blue Lion, Masterworks, J 
& K Lutherie, Lost Valley, Chris 
Foss, Michael Allen, Bordenkircher, 
and Dusty Strings. Books, tapes, 
CDs, and accessories. Wildwood 
Music, Historic Roscoe Village, 
Coshocton, OH 43812. 614/622- 
4224. www.wildwood music.com 


Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers, 
bowed psalteries, and custom ham- 
mers. Send for flyer. Joyful Noise 
Music, 6141 Wildwood Drive, Rapid 
City, SD 57702. 605/355-9883. 


Plucked & Hammered Dulcimers of 
high quality, excellent tone, and fine 
craftsmanship since 1965. Send 
$1.00 for 14 page catalog. Dennis 
Dorogi, 5779 Ellicott Road, Broc- 
ton, NY 14716. 


For Sale: mountain dulcimers by 
Dennis Dorogi. One-of-a-kind 
museum pieces. A-model: three- 
string, rosewood body, cedar top, 
rosewood fret board with ebony 
overlay, gold-plated Grover tuners, 
26-1/2” scale, 6-1/2 fret. Custom 
case. Excellent balance between tre- 
ble and bass notes. Never to be 
made again. $1200, plus shipping. 
Star model: four-string, exquisitely 
figured curly maple body and top. 
Gold-plated Schaller tuners with 
maple knobs. 28” scale, 6-1/2 and 
13-1/2 frets. Custom case. Tradition- 
al sound. $1000 plus shipping. Rare 
“Dulcerless”: three-string, straight 
sides, 4” wide, curly maple body, 
cedar top, ebony overlay on fret- 
board, Schaller tuners, 26” scale, 
6-1/2 fret. Slender dimensions, rich 
sound. Custom cases. $500 plus ship- 
ping. Contact: Mathias Oppersdorff, 
401/783-5389. 


For Sale: Rizzetta Standard. 1985. 
Asking $2000 or B/O. Augusta 
Grande, $800. Info: Phil, 732/220- 
1421, days till 5:00 P.M. 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation built 
on quality and service. 


* Seven dulcimer models including 

the superb John McCutcheon 
Chromatic Series 

¢ TriStander Support System 

¢ Cases, stands, hammers, 
videos & books 
Call or write for 
free brochure 


Dusty Strings Co. 
(206) 634-1656 3406 Fremont Ave. N. 
FAX (206) 634-0234 Seattle, WA 98103 


“CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS” 


8 out of 11 recent national mountain dulcimer 


It’s Easy, It’s Faster, It’s Simple and 


Most Of All It’s F 


You see the dulcimer on the 
TV screen just like the one 
you are playing due to a dif- 
ferent filming technique that 
allows you to see which 
notes to play and how to 
play them. 


Great for basic beginning 
and advanced students. 
#1 Basic #2 Advanced 


IR jase 
Flus $3° 
Shipping 


‘ Order from: 
High Country Dulcimers, Inc: 
8830 Hwy 105 $ 
Boone, NC 28607 9523 
(704) 963-7878 or 888-963-7878 


Mc Spadden 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


Quality & Affordability Since 1962 
Dealers Welcome * Catalog $1.50 


champions performed on McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 
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